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The House met at 2 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. DENHAM).

—————

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
March 4, 2014.

I hereby appoint the Honorable JEFF
DENHAM to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE SER-
GEANT AT ARMS OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Sergeant at Arms of
the House of Representatives:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
OFFICE OF THE SERGEANT AT ARMS,
Washington, DC, March 2, 2014.
Hon. JOHN BOEHNER,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER, As you are aware, the
time previously appointed for the next meet-
ing of the House is noon on Monday March 3,
2014. This is to notify you, pursuant to clause
12(c) of rule I, of an imminent impairment of
the place of reconvening at that time. The
impairment is due to the weather.

Sincerely,
PAUL D. IRVING,
Sergeant at Arms.

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
clause 12(c) of rule I, the Speaker es-
tablished this time for reconvening and
notified Members accordingly.

PRAYER

Reverend Harvey Peters, Bethlehem,
Pennsylvania, offered the following
prayer:

Lord God, by whose goodness we live
and move and have our being, and to
whom we regularly swear allegiance in
pursuit of life, liberty, and justice for
all, we turn to You and humbly ask
You to hear our prayers.

We are privileged to exercise our
civil freedoms and make decisions that
reflect the high ideals of our Nation’s
Founders and the aspirations embedded
in our history.

Protect us from delusions or discour-
agement in the demanding business of
governance.

Make us keenly aware we are not
alone, and beckoned or not, O God, You
are always present as we discern how
best to fulfill our high calling with
honor.

Keep us mindful of Your presence
through those who labor at our side,
and on our behalf; those who daily
share the joys and burdens of our call-
ing to public service, our families, our
staff, our colleagues, and a host of peo-
ple who continue to pray and hope for
the success of our best efforts.

For them and to You, Lord God, we
offer our thanks today and always.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. WALZ)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WALZ led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Brian
Pate, one of his secretaries.

————

WELCOMING REVEREND HARVEY
PETERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. PETERS) is recognized for 1
minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. PETERS of California. Mr.
Speaker, today I have the distinct
honor of introducing the guest chap-
lain for the opening prayer, my father,
Pastor Harvey Peters.

Harvey Peters is a retired Lutheran
minister whose service in a nearly 40-
year career included stops in Michigan,
New Jersey, New Mexico, Wisconsin,
and all the way to California.

While I was a kid, he was an active
leader in the movement to desegregate
housing in the Detroit suburbs, an ef-
fort that, while unpopular among some
of our neighbors, instilled in me and
my three sisters the values of courage,
integrity, and equality that I have
tried to carry into my own service.

While my dad ran the congregation,
my mom, RuthAnn, who is in attend-
ance today, ran the family and worked
part time as the church secretary.

It is an honor to welcome Harvey
Peters, a longtime advocate for civil
rights and the poor, a community lead-
er, and dedicated father and grand-
father, to the United States House of
Representatives today to give the
opening prayer.
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NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE
PROGRAM

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
we will finally vote on the Homeowner
Flood Insurance Affordability Act.

Times are still tough for many hard-
working families. Federal agencies like
FEMA should not be in the business of
making things tougher. Yet that is ex-
actly what FEMA’s callous and imprac-
tical administration of the National
Flood Insurance Program is doing.
Homeowners in south Florida, and
throughout our Nation, cannot afford
the astronomically increased insurance
premiums forced on them by FEMA.

Without action to correct this agen-
cy’s abuse, many family budgets that
are already at the breaking point will
fall apart.

Although I support passage of this
vital bill today to protect our families
and the American Dream of homeown-
ership, we absolutely must do more to
help bring premiums down.

———
CELEBRATING THE 75TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF NEWTOWN, CON-

NECTICUT, VFW POST 308

(Ms. ESTY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. ESTY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
honor and congratulate VFW Post 308
in Newtown, Connecticut, which cele-
brated its 75th anniversary this past
Sunday.

Since 1939, the members of Post 308
have demonstrated a remarkable com-
mitment to civic engagement and com-
munity service in everything they do,
whether it is assisting tornado victims
in Oklahoma, providing college schol-
arships to deserving high school grad-
uates, or supporting families affected
by the tragic shootings at Sandy Hook
Elementary School in their hometown.

The men and women of Post 308 serve
their community, their State, and
their country with distinction. I con-
gratulate Post 308 on celebrating this
milestone.

——————

THE GROWING INEQUALITY IN
THIS COUNTRY

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, today the
Federal Register is four times larger
than it was in 1970.

This weekend, columnist Peggy
Noonan captured the feeling among ev-
eryday Americans:

Voters and taxpayers feel bullied, burdened
and jerked around which, again, is not new,
but feels more intense every day. Rules, reg-
ulations, many of them stupid, from all the
agencies, local, State, Federal, on the build-
ing of a house or the starting of a business.
You can only employ so many before the new
insurance rules kick in, so don’t employ too
many. Don’t take a chance, which means
don’t grow.
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Mr. Speaker, there is growing in-
equality in this country, between regu-
lators and the regulated, between large
businesses wielding government influ-
ence and smaller competitors attempt-
ing to grow, between established cor-
porations with compliance depart-
ments and upstarts with energy and
ideas.

This status inequality demands our
attention. Last week’s bipartisan pas-
sage of the Unfunded Mandates Infor-
mation and Transparency Act is a good
start, but much more must be done.

————
OUR VETERANS DESERVE OUR
HELP
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, transitioning from military
to civilian life can be challenging for
our veterans. The skill sets learned
while serving in the Armed Forces are
highly valued, and competence is ex-
traordinary of veterans, who have a
proven work ethic.

With record unemployment, we need
to work together for jobs. Yesterday,
the office of the Second Congressional
District conducted a veterans job fair,
thoughtfully hosted by the Aiken
Shrine Club, to support our brave men
and women who have faithfully served
our country.

The event was to better connect our
veterans with the resources available
to them. I am very thankful for the
local businesses, schools, government
agencies, and veterans organizations
that were on hand to offer assistance.

As the son of a veteran, as a retired
member of the South Carolina National
Guard, and being the very grateful fa-
ther of four sons currently serving in
the military, I appreciate our veterans’
dedication to protect our freedoms. It
is my hope this veterans job fair will
prove beneficial and recognize the serv-
ice of our heroes.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

Our hopes and prayers are for the
people of Ukraine.

OPPOSING THE ACA’S CUTS TO
MEDICARE ADVANTAGE

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of health care choices
for our seniors.

Nearly 30 percent of all seniors, 15
million Americans, choose Medicare
Advantage. Individuals have testified
before the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee that Medicare Advantage pro-
vides better results than traditional
Medicare by embracing free-market
principles.

Medicare Advantage focuses on pre-
ventive care. Before ObamaCare, com-
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petition in Medicare Advantage Kkept
costs for beneficiaries low and choices
for plans abundant. With ObamaCare,
choices will be reduced and costs for
seniors, unfortunately, will increase.

ObamaCare cuts Medicare by $700 bil-
lion. Medicare Advantage has been suc-
cessful for its enrollees. These cuts will
reduce the access seniors have to Medi-
care Advantage. This is unacceptable
as far as I am concerned.

Medicare Advantage should be tout-
ed. Instead, seniors are facing an on-av-
erage 13 percent rate cut in 2014, com-
pared to 2013. We should not be penal-
izing seniors and reducing their access
to health care to pay for others.

Medicare Advantage is a successful
program, and Congress should protect
it from being gutted by the Obama ad-
ministration and the Affordable Care
Act.

———————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
Washington, DC, February 28, 2014.
Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
The Speaker, The Capitol, House of Representa-
tives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit a sealed
envelope received from the White House on
February 28, 2014, at 2:31 p.m., and said to
contain a message from the President where-
by he notifies the Congress he has extended
the national emergency with respect to
Zimbabwe, declared in Executive 13288 of
March 6, 2003.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS,
Clerk of the House.

———————

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO
ZIMBABWE—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE TUNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 113-94)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs
and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90
days prior to the anniversary date of
its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to
the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to
the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency declared in Executive
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Order 13288 of March 6, 2003, with re-
spect to the actions and policies of cer-
tain members of the Government of
Zimbabwe and other persons to under-
mine Zimbabwe’s democratic processes
or institutions is to continue in effect
beyond March 6, 2014.

The threat constituted by the actions
and policies of certain members of the
Government of Zimbabwe and other
persons to undermine Zimbabwe’s
democratic processes or institutions
has not been resolved. These actions
and policies continue to pose an un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the
foreign policy of the United States. For
these reasons, I have determined that
it is necessary to continue this na-
tional emergency and to maintain in
force the sanctions to respond to this
threat.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 28, 2014.

———
O 1415

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

HOME HEATING EMERGENCY AS-
SISTANCE THROUGH TRANSPOR-
TATION ACT OF 2014

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 4076) to address shortages and
interruptions in the availability of pro-
pane and other home heating fuels in
the United States, and for other pur-
poses.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4076

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Home Heat-
ing Emergency Assistance Through Trans-
portation Act of 2014 or the “HHEATT Act
of 2014”".

SEC. 2. PROPANE AND HOME HEATING FUEL
EMERGENCY TRANSPORTATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, a covered emergency
exemption issued by the Federal Motor Car-
rier Safety Administration shall remain in
effect until May 31, 2014, unless the Sec-
retary of Transportation, after consultation
with the Governors of affected States, deter-
mines that the emergency for which the ex-
emption was provided ends before that date.

(b) COVERED EMERGENCY EXEMPTION DE-
FINED.—In this section, the term ‘‘covered
emergency exemption’ means an exemption
issued under section 390.23 of title 49, Code of
Federal Regulations, or extended under sec-
tion 390.25 of such title that—

(1) was issued or extended during the pe-
riod beginning on February 5, 2014, and end-
ing on the date of enactment of this Act; and
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(2) provided regulatory relief for commer-
cial motor vehicle operations providing di-
rect assistance supporting the delivery of
propane and home heating fuels.

(c) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
subsection (a) may be construed to prohibit
the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Adminis-
tration from issuing or extending a covered
emergency exemption beyond May 31, 2014,
under other Federal law.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. SHUSTER) and the
gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. WALZ)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on H.R.
4076.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself as much time as I may con-
sume.

I was proud to introduce H.R. 4076,
the Home Heating Emergency Assist-
ance Through Transportation Act of
2014. This bipartisan legislation will
provide relief for millions of Americans
suffering from the current propane and
home heating fuel emergency.

An exceptionally cold winter has in-
creased demand for propane, which is
used for heating approximately 12 mil-
lion homes in the United States, and
for other home-heating fuels. In my
district, more than 9,000 households
rely on propane for home heating; and
across the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania, there are more than 200,000
households that do the same.

So according to the National Propane
Gas Association, supplies are expected
to remain tight through the end of the
winter because the infrastructure to
deliver propane to high-demand areas
is insufficient.

On February 5, the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Administration issued a
temporary emergency declaration to
allow tank truck operators delivering
propane and other home heating fuels
to drive longer hours in order to speed
up deliveries to the affected States.
However, these emergency declarations
can only last 30 days at a time, cre-
ating great uncertainty and limited re-
lief.

Extreme weather conditions are not
expected to subside any time soon,
threatening the lives and livelihoods of
those with homes, farms, and busi-
nesses that depend on heat from pro-
pane and other home heating fuels.
Just yesterday, we saw another severe
winter storm.

H.R. 4076 provides a guaranteed ex-
tension of the Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration’s emergency
declaration until May 31, 2014. This cer-
tainty is required to address the trans-
portation distribution issues to give
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much needed relief to the affected

States.

Should the crisis subside prior to
May 31, 2014, the Secretary of Trans-
portation, in consultation with the
Governors of the affected States, can
determine that the guaranteed exten-
sion is no longer needed.

I would like to thank the National
Propane Gas Association and the New
England Fuel Institute for supporting
this legislation. I will be entering their
letters of support into the RECORD.

This bill has strong bipartisan sup-
port, and I urge all my colleagues to
support H.R. 4076.

With that, I reserve the balance of
my time.

NPGA,
February 25, 2014.

Hon. BILL SHUSTER,

Chairman, Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee, House of Representatives, Ray-
burn House Office Building, Washington,
DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN SHUSTER, On behalf of The
National Propane Gas Association (NPGA), I
write to share our strong support for your
legislation, H.R. 4076, the Home Heating
Emergency Assistance Through Transpor-
tation (HHEATT) Act of 2014.

NPGA is the national trade association of
the propane industry, having a membership
of about 3,000 companies, with 39 state and
regional associations representing members
in all 50 states. The single largest group of
NPGA members is retail marketers of pro-
pane gas who deliver the fuel to the end user
for space heating, water heating and agricul-
tural crop drying, among other applications.
NPGA membership also includes propane
producers, transporters and wholesalers, as
well as manufacturers and distributors of as-
sociated equipment and containers. While
NPGA’s membership covers a broad cross-
section of categories, more than 90 percent
are designated as small businesses.

As you know, this winter Americans have
faced severe supply disruptions in many
areas of the country. A convergence of condi-
tions—late wet grain harvest, closed pipeline
infrastructure, limited railcars due to alter-
nate service demands—have caused difficul-
ties in delivering propane to consumers dur-
ing one of the most extreme winters on
record.

While the overall supply of propane in the
United States is sufficient to meet demand,
the propane industry is facing challenges
with distribution and transportation. Ac-
cording to the U.S. Energy Information Ad-
ministration, the U.S. has more than 42 mil-
lion barrels of propane presently in stock, lo-
cated predominantly in Mont Belvieu, Texas,
where the largest propane storage facility in
the world is located. Overcoming the dis-
tribution challenges has been most greatly
alleviated by temporary emergency declara-
tions issued by the Federal Motor Carrier
Administration which provide relief from
certain federal motor carrier safety regula-
tions for the Midwest, Eastern, Southern,
and portions of the Western Service Centers.
Unfortunately, these emergency declarations
can only last 30 days at a time which creates
uncertainty for our propane suppliers and
distributors.

Chairman Shuster, we thank you for your
leadership on this bill, and trust Congress
will take swift action to pass this important
regulatory relief. Thank you.

Sincerely,
RICHARD ROLDAN,
President & Chief Executive Officer,
National Propane Gas Association.
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NEFI
February 28, 2014.

Hon. BILL SHUSTER,

Chairman, Committee on Transportation & In-
frastructure, House of Representatives, Ray-
burn House Office Building, Washington,
DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN SHUSTER: We commend
you for the introduction of the Home Heat-
ing Emergency Assistance through Transpor-
tation or “HHEATT” Act (H.R. 4076) and are
writing to endorse this important legisla-
tion.

The New England Fuel Institute (NEFI) is
the nation’s largest independent trade asso-
ciation representing the retail home heating
0il industry. Our membership includes more
than 1,000 mostly small business home heat-
ing oil and Bioheat® dealers and related serv-
ices companies. Many NEFI members also
deliver propane and other home heating fuels
and retain nearly around-the-clock drivers
and service technicians ready to make emer-
gency fuel deliveries or service home heating

systems in the event of an outage.
The severely inclement weather we have

experienced this winter has resulted in high
residential consumption rates for heating
oil. As a result, heating oil dealers are in-
creasingly challenged to resupply customer
tanks without interruption and have been in
need of waivers from certain regulations
such as federal hours-of-service require-
ments. Emergency declarations issued by the
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administra-
tion (FMCSA) help to provide this relief so
that heating fuel distributors can move prod-
uct to where it is needed and expedite deliv-
eries to homes and businesses.
Unfortunately, these declarations are lim-
ited to 30 days. This can create uncertainty
during extended emergencies such as the
long stretch of extreme cold and snowy
weather we are currently experiencing. The
HHEATT Act would provide added relief and
certainty by guaranteeing an extension of
emergency declarations through May 31,
2014. The U.S. Secretary of Transportation,
in consultation with state Governors, may
terminate the guaranteed extension before
May 3lst only if current emergencies sub-

Sld’I‘eﬁis bill would provide much needed relief
to our member companies and their con-
sumers. We hope for its immediate passage
and enactment. Again, thank you for your
hard work in this regard.
Sincerely,
MICHAEL C. TRUNZO,
President & CEO.

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self as much time as I may consume.

I rise in support of H.R. 4076, a com-
monsense bill. I would also like to
thank the chairman for always strik-
ing the proper balance between safety
and the smooth operation of commerce,
and the gentleman explained it very
clearly.

For many of us, especially in rural
areas of the Midwest, propane is the
fuel of choice for heating their homes,
and to get an idea of what happened
here, regular folks on a regular budget
would spend about $600 to fill up their
tank during the winter.

They got a refill, got a bill, and saw
that it was over $1,900 in some cases.
The shock to them was one thing; but
then the situation, as the gentleman so
clearly stated, was exacerbated by the
inability to deliver when we needed it.

And propane, while there are many
factors at work here, is not like other
commodities in terms of—it is not a
nice-to-have thing. It is a necessity.
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So the chairman’s bill, this bipar-
tisan piece of legislation addresses one
of the issues here, making sure we have
the trucks on the road to deliver the
propane, making sure the supply is
enough to start making sure these
things are filled until the end of win-
ter, and doing so in a safe manner.

I want to applaud the folks over at
the FMCA that did do what they need-
ed to do in issuing some of the waivers,
but the gentleman is exactly right. A
30-day waiver is not long enough. Win-
ter is still deep in the Midwest, and we
don’t need to have the waiver expire on
March 15, go through it again, and have
the uncertainty.

So this piece of legislation simply
does as the gentleman stated. It allows
an exemption without sacrificing safe-
ty to allow for the movement of pro-
pane into the markets where it is most
needed, specifically the rural Midwest.

These trucks are coming from Texas.
It keeps the people on the roads. It
keeps the trucks running. It keeps the
propane tanks full, as those things
start to happen and the market starts
to stabilize a little bit, and the prices
will come down.

I do think the gentleman hit on a
bigger point here. The infrastructure
for the delivery of propane is some-
thing we need to look at. This is a
short-term emergency measure that
will address the problem this winter.
We need to look further down the road
on some of the long-term solutions on
this.

So I encourage my colleagues to sup-
port this commonsense piece of legisla-
tion, support it for all the right rea-
sons, and then join together as we
move forward to look at some long-
term solutions.

With that, I reserve the balance of
my time, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. SHUSTER. First, I want to
thank the gentleman from Minnesota
for his kind remarks. I appreciate it
greatly and look forward to continue
working together with you on many
other legislative endeavors.

With that, I yield 2 minutes to the
gentlelady from West Virginia (Mrs.
CAPITO).

Mrs. CAPITO. I thank the chairman
of the House Transportation and Infra-
structure Committee for his solid work
on this, his bipartisan work, as the
gentleman from Minnesota mentioned.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of the
Home Heating Emergency Assistance
Through Transportation Act, H.R. 4076,
which is a short-term, commonsense
measure.

This long winter has really hit a lot
of families in their wallets and on their
budgets, and a shortage of propane has
made the cost of home heating even
worse for many West Virginians and
residents in our surrounding States.

More than 31,000 West Virginia
households rely on propane for their
heating. More than two-thirds of the
propane sold in West Virginia is for
residential use, meaning that high
prices have a direct impact on our fam-
ily budgets.
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Local suppliers have been forced to
short-fill their customers’ tanks in
order to spread the limited supply of
propane among customers in need. To-
day’s legislation will allow these sup-
pliers to operate more efficiently
through this spring, allowing them to
make more frequent deliveries, and en-
sure that their customers have an ade-
quate and affordable supply of propane
to get them through the rest of the
winter.

This bill is the first of five separate
pieces of energy legislation the House
will consider this week, all having one
common thread, to make sure Amer-
ican families have access to affordable
and reliable supplies of electricity and
heating fuel.

I urge my colleagues to support the
HHEATT Act and the other energy
bills on the floor this week.

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I continue
to reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. SHUSTER. I now yield 1 minute
to the gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr.
MULLIN), an important new member of
the committee and someone who really
knows about infrastructure firsthand
because he actually builds it out there
in Oklahoma.

Mr. MULLIN. I thank the chairman
for this opportunity to speak on this
bill.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today out of con-
cern for thousands of Americans strug-
gling to heat their homes this winter.
The bitter cold has caused an unwel-
come rise in heating costs that has re-
sulted in smaller paychecks and finan-
cial strain for individuals and organiza-
tions across Oklahoma’s Second Dis-
trict.

Money is not going as far, especially
among low-income families that al-
ready find themselves under tight
budgets.

Areas that are in dire need of pro-
pane to heat their homes are left out in
the cold—literally—due to a lack of
adequate infrastructure. It is critical
that we pass today’s HHEATT Act to
ensure the issues with heating fuel
transportation and distribution are re-
solved and that relief is finally avail-
able.

Fuel costs aren’t just numbers on a
page. They are factors that critically
impact our neighbors, our families, and
our friends. The fact is we have a re-
sponsibility to maintain our Nation’s
public safety.

I urge my colleagues to remember
your fellow Americans today and help
pass this commonsense solution that
will provide certainty and will quickly
address a critical need.

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I will con-
tinue to reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. SHUSTER. I now yield 2 minutes
to the gentleman from Pennsylvania
(Mr. KELLY).

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. I thank
the chairman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of this act. It is really just
common sense, is it not? And I think it
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best exemplifies how America handles
crises. They adjust. They make an ad-
justment.

This certainly could be called a heat-
ed debate because we are trying to
make sure that our constituents have
that ability, to heat their homes dur-
ing one of the longest winters. We
don’t use the term ‘‘polar vortex’ back
in Pennsylvania. We just call it winter.

It has been a long, long winter, and
we are looking at the adjustment that
would take place. It is just about
transportation. It is about allowing
these people that deliver this energy,
this propane to these homes.

In Pennsylvania, we have over 180,000
people who rely on the delivery of this
product to keep their homes heated.
That is not a difficult thing to under-
stand. I think for this body to be able
to just on the run—on the fly, as it
were—make sure that our constituents
have the ability to heat their homes,
this is so fundamentally basic, and it is
just common sense.

So I thank the chairman for bringing
this bill forward. It makes sense to ev-
erybody back where I live, as they bun-
dle up and continue to worry about
when spring is finally going to get
here.

We are able to release that now,
change the transportation laws a bit,
just so they can get there, and we are
saying let’s do it until May 31. Let’s
not do it the way we are doing it now.

Chances are, by May 31, that crisis
will be gone, but the ability to get pro-
pane to their homes is very critical
right now.

So I thank the chairman and ranking
member for what they are doing. We
are doing things that make sense for
the American people, and every single
American citizen benefits from this.

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, once again,
I thank the chairman for a smart piece
of legislation. It is simple. It strikes
that proper balance between safety on
our roads and a smooth flow of com-
merce.

This is a matter of life and death. It
has been a bitter cold winter, as you
have heard. 21 people in Minnesota
have died as a direct result of the
weather. We have 250,000 people who
get their heat from propane. Many of
them are in rural areas.

I have been in homes across southern
Minnesota. These are folks doing ev-
erything right, paying the bills, work-
ing hard. If they can afford to get the
propane, that is one thing. They simply
can’t get the propane, in some cases.

So this is one first step. Alleviate the
crisis. Do it in a safe manner. Get it
out there. Start to balance things out.
Then move forward because, as we said,
again, keeping stability in the heating
oil markets is absolutely critical, and
we can get this right.

So with that, I congratulate the
chairman. I thank him for bringing
this, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I again
thank the gentleman from Minnesota
for his work on this.
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I also thank the original cosponsor
on this bill, Mr. RYAN from Ohio, who
may be stuck in the snow out there, or
maybe it has slowed down his progress
to get to Washington; but the gen-
tleman hails from eastern Ohio, right
on the Pennsylvania border.

I know that this is going to impact
his district, and I was glad that he and
I were able to work together on this
commonsense piece of legislation that
is going to help hundreds of thousands
of people—if not millions of people—all
up and down these corridors who have
had a very, very difficult winter.

I know that, looking at The Weather
Channel or one of the weather stations
out in Minnesota, they may need pro-
pane until the end of May because of
the kind of winter they have had up
there. There have been very, very, very
cold, extreme weather conditions.

Again, H.R. 4076 provides the ability
of the Transportation Department to
extend this and help with this crisis
and, as we have all said here today,
strong bipartisan support; so I would
urge all my colleagues today to vote on
H.R. 4076.

I now yield 2 minutes to another gen-
tleman from northwestern Ohio (Mr.
LATTA).

Mr. LATTA. I thank the chairman
for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, this is a very important
issue not only to northwest Ohio, but
to the entire Midwest, so I rise today
in support of H.R. 4076, the Home Heat-
ing Emergency Assistance Through
Transportation Act. This legislation
will ensure the trucks carrying emer-
gency supplies of propane can be deliv-
ered to communities most in need as
fast as possible.

My constituents have been at the
forefront of the shortage, as many rely
on propane to heat their homes and
maintain important farming oper-
ations. In the face of extreme winter
weather, with prolonged periods of neg-
ative degree temperatures, access to
heat is not a product of comfort, but is
a requirement for survival.

Further frustrating is the resulting
high prices that are putting pressure
on already strained family budgets.
While many supply companies are urg-
ing customers to take voluntary con-
servation measures, many families liv-
ing in my district don’t have the op-
tion of reducing home heat.

Last Friday when I did get home, I
found this letter in my mailbox from a
constituent I have known for my entire
life. The letter was written by the wife
explaining the situation. Her husband,
who is almost 96 years old, needs to
have their home warmer this winter
since he is on a blood thinner.

During the last couple of weeks, they
have kept their thermostat at 69 de-
grees. He has been fully dressed with a
hat, gloves, bathrobe, and blankets
while at their home. She explains in
the letter that they have not had many
pleasant days, but they have made it
through it.

Another constituent is a young
mother with children at home and one
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on the way. She cannot Kkeep their
home colder, even though it would help
save on their next energy bill.

Finally, a small business owner who
delivers propane to customers in north-
west Ohio has been working day and
night to find enough propane to ensure
his customers can heat their homes.
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In cases where he simply cannot pro-
vide enough propane, he has distrib-
uted plug-in electric heaters. These ac-
tions will keep them warm but will not
help when they receive their next en-
ergy bill.

These are just a few examples of
what is happening throughout the Mid-
west. The propane shortage has created
a very serious crisis that is impacting
the most vulnerable members of our so-
ciety. H.R. 4076 is a step towards pro-
viding short-term relief to the commu-
nities, families, and small business
owners most in need.

I thank the chairman for his leader-
ship on this legislation, and I support
the legislation.

Mr. SHUSTER. I thank the gen-
tleman from Ohio and encourage all
Members to support H.R. 4076, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in sup-
port of H.R. 4076, the HHEATT Act, that
would allow propane to expeditiously move
across our country and be delivered to the
hundreds of thousands of people who rely on
this resource to heat their homes.

It is estimated that 250,000 people in my
home state of Wisconsin rely on propane to
heat their homes. Today, the temperature in
my hometown of Fond du Lac is 11 degrees,
with a high of 20 and a low of 6 degrees. The
wind chill brings these temperatures down to
the single digits and below zero. This is the
way it's been for much of the winter during
this exceptionally cold winter.

Don’t get me wrong, I'm from Wisconsin,
we’re used to the cold.

But when you get home from work and you
are unable to afford or even obtain the pro-
pane needed to heat your home, we have a
serious problem. There are many factors that
have contributed to the propane shortage
we’re now facing, and | am not here to list
them all.

My home state of Wisconsin and the utility
companies that serve us have been going to
great lengths to assist those who are running
low on propane and seek out additional sup-
plies as far south as Texas to get them to the
people that need them.

The U.S. Department of Transportation has
temporarily suspended hours-of-service regu-
lations for truck drivers carrying propane so
supplies can make it where they need to go in
an expedited manner. But these suspensions
han been renewed in 30 day increments.

Mr. Speaker, this bill simply continues the
emergency suspension of federal hours-of-
service requirements for truck drivers carrying
propane through the end of May. It allows the
transportation of propane to continue uninter-
rupted by federal rules that could literally be
the difference between someone sleeping in a
house with heat or without it. We are making
progress in resolving this shortage, but this
legislation would provide certainty for thou-
sands in my district through the rest of the
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cold season that they will be able to receive
this valuable resource to heat their home.

| thank my colleague and Transportation
Committee Chairman BILL SHUSTER for intro-
ducing this legislation, and | urge my col-
leagues to support its passage.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
SHUSTER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4076.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———————

SUPPORTING THE PEOPLE OF
VENEZUELA AS THEY PROTEST
PEACEFULLY FOR DEMOCRATIC
CHANGE

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 488) supporting
the people of Venezuela as they protest
peacefully for democratic change and
calling to end the violence, as amend-
ed.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 488

Whereas the United States Government
should support the rule of law, and free and
peaceful exercise of representative democ-
racy in Venezuela, condemning violence and
intimidation against the country’s political
opposition, and calling for dialogue between
all political actors in the country;

Whereas, on February 12, 2014, also known
in Venezuela as the National Youth Day, stu-
dents began protesting in several cities Ven-
ezuelan leader Nicolas Maduro’s inability to
stem violent crime, his undemocratic ac-
tions, and a rapidly deteriorating economy
marked by high inflation and shortages of
consumer goods;

Whereas, on February 12, 2014, a judge
issued an arrest warrant for Leopoldo Lopez,
leader of the opposition party Voluntad Pop-
ular, for unfounded allegations in connection
with the student protests;

Whereas, on February 17, 2014, the Govern-
ment of Venezuela notified the United States
Department of State that it had declared 3
consular officers at the United States Em-
bassy in Venezuela personae non gratae;

Whereas over the last year, the Govern-
ment of Venezuela has expelled a total of 8
United States Government officials from
Venezuela;

Whereas, on February 18, 2014, opposition
leader Leopoldo Lopez turned himself in to
Venezuelan authorities, was arrested, and
charged with criminal incitement, con-
spiracy, arson, and intent to damage prop-
erty;

Whereas Leopoldo Lopez is currently being
held in a prison at a military facility;

Whereas nongovernmental human rights
organizations have alleged that the charges
brought against Venezuelan opposition lead-
er Leopoldo Lopez appear to be a politically
motivated attempt to silence dissent in the
country;

Whereas the Venezuelan Government has
blocked users’ online images as opposition
groups marched through Caracas;

Whereas the Venezuelan people have been
protesting economic, social, and political
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concerns facing their country, including cor-
ruption, rising inflation rates, shortages of
everyday products, increasing crime rates,
and the erosion of human rights and respect
for political dissent;

Whereas, on February 19, 2014, President
Barack Obama criticized the Venezuelan
Government for arresting protesters, called
for their release, and urged the government
to focus on the ‘‘legitimate grievances of the
Venezuelan people’’;

Whereas, as of February 26, 2014, there have
been 14 people Kkilled, over 100 injured, and
many persons unjustly detained in relation
to pro-democracy demonstrations through-
out Venezuela;

Whereas Venezuelan leader Nicolas Maduro
threatened to expel the United States news
network CNN from Venezuela and has taken
off the air the Colombian news channel NTN
24, which transmits in Venezuela, after news
outlets reported on the nation-wide protests;

Whereas the Inter-American Commission
on Human Rights released a statement on
February 14, 2014, which ‘‘expresses its con-
cern over the serious incidents of violence
that have taken place in the context of pro-
test demonstrations in Venezuela, as well as
other complaints concerning acts of censor-
ship against media outlets, attacks on orga-
nizations that defend human rights, and acts
of alleged political persecution’’; and

Whereas as a member of the Organization
of American States and signatory to the
Inter-American Democratic Charter, the
Government of Venezuela has agreed to
abide by the principles of constitutional,
representative democracy, which include
free and fair elections and adherence to its
own constitution: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) supports the people of Venezuela in
their pursuit of freedom of expression and
freedom of assembly to promote democratic
principles in Venezuela;

(2) deplores acts which constitute a dis-
regard for the rule of law, the inexcusable vi-
olence perpetrated against opposition lead-
ers and protesters in Venezuela, and the
growing efforts to use politically motivated
criminal charges to intimidate the country’s
political opposition;

(3) urges responsible nations throughout
the international community to stand in sol-
idarity with the people of Venezuela and to
actively encourage a process of dialogue be-
tween the Government of Venezuela and the
political opposition to end the violence;

(4) urges the United States Department of
State to work in concert with other coun-
tries in the Americas to take meaningful
steps to ensure that basic fundamental free-
doms in Venezuela are in accordance with
the Inter-American Democratic Charter and
to strengthen the ability of the Organization
of American States (OAS) to respond to the
erosion of democratic norms and institutions
in Venezuela;

(5) urges the Organization of American
States and its Inter-American Commission
on Human Rights to utilize its good offices
and all mechanisms at its disposal to seek
the most effective way to expeditiously end
the violence in Venezuela in accordance with
the Inter-American Democratic Charter; and

(6) supports efforts by international and
multilateral organizations to urge the Ven-
ezuelan Government to adopt measures to
guarantee the rights to life, humane treat-
ment, and security, and the political free-
doms of assembly, association, and expres-
sion to all of the people of Venezuela.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) and the
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gentleman from New York (Mr. ENGEL)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Florida.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous material on this
measure.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 488 signals U.S.
support for the people of Venezuela as
they protest peacefully for democracy
in the face of Nicolas Maduro’s violent
repression and his crackdown on those
who express their opposition to his re-
gime’s failed policies.

We must take a clear stand because
the Maduro regime has responded in a
deeply undemocratic manner by forc-
ibly repressing protesters, attempting
to silence critics by blocking media
outlets, and even authorizing the ar-
rests of key opposition leaders such as
Leopoldo Lopez.

As protests have swelled throughout
the country, the actions of regime
forces have led to the deaths of at least
15 and to the unjust detention of more
than 100 freedom seekers.

It is incumbent upon the Organiza-
tion of American States, the OAS, to
act according to the principles of its
Inter-American Democratic Charter
and address this crisis of democracy.
Yet recent history has shown us that
the Secretary General of the OAS will
not lead the way in this important ef-
fort. Thus, in the absence of his leader-
ship, responsible nations in the hemi-
sphere must act. They cannot remain
silent.

The Panamanians have stepped up to
the plate. They have proposed a min-
isterial meeting at the OAS, but re-
grettably, Mr. Speaker, that proposal
has not moved forward. This resolution
will send a clear message to the OAS
and to Nicolas Maduro that the United
States condemns these undemocratic
actions.

We see the plight of the people of
Venezuela, and we stand on their side
in the struggle for democratic change.
We stand together with the Women for
Life, Mujeres por la Vida, who march
clad in white through the streets of
Venezuela peacefully, like their com-
panions in the struggle for freedom in
Cuba—Las Damas de Blanco, the La-
dies in White.

We stand with the students who take
to the streets demanding the release of
their fellow students who have been
unjustly detained, only to be met with
the clubs and the teargas of Maduro’s
henchmen. And we stand together, Mr.
Speaker, united with the people of Ven-
ezuela who wish to cast the yoke of re-
pression and oppression and the influ-
ence of the Castro regime, which has
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been more than eager to help Maduro
silence the oppression in Venezuela be-
cause it fears that the movement will
sweep over the island of Cuba.

We must stand together and support
those who seek freedom: freedom of ex-
pression, freedom of assembly, and the
freedom from government abuse and
government oppression. We must speak
with a unified voice, Mr. Speaker,
about the crisis of democracy in Ven-
ezuela and stand in solidarity with the
Venezuelan people in their spirited
struggle.

But in the face of a determined auto-
crat who disregards expectations of
right conduct and who is willing to use
violence to impose his will on free citi-
zens, well, Mr. Speaker, words are just
not nearly enough. We must act, and
we must act now. We must support
those who are pleading for respect for
democratic principles and for human
rights in Venezuela.

I want to thank the chairman of our
important committee, Chairman
ROYCE, and my good friend, also, Rank-
ing Member ELIOT ENGEL, for getting
this measure to the floor so quickly. I
also want to thank their exceptional
staff. I want to thank Congressmen
ALBIO SIRES and MARIO DIAZ-BALART,
who have supported this resolution
from the very beginning. Mr. Speaker,
we have worked closely together in a
bipartisan and a bicameral way, includ-
ing with the State Department, to en-
sure that this is a strong, bipartisan
resolution, and I urge my colleagues to
support it.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
strong support of H. Res. 488, a resolu-
tion supporting the people of Venezuela
as they protest peacefully and calling
for an end to recent violence, and I
yield myself as much time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I would first like to rec-
ognize my good friend, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. ILEANA ROS-
LEHTINEN) for offering this important
resolution, but more so for her dedica-
tion for so many years to these impor-
tant issues. It has been a pleasure
working with her through the years.

The eyes of the world are on Ven-
ezuela as President Nicolas Maduro and
his security forces crack down on
peaceful protesters. It is an absolute
tragedy that 17 people have been killed
and 261 people have been injured during
recent protests throughout the coun-
try. It sounds a little bit like Ukraine,
doesn’t it?

I was particularly disturbed when the
government issued an arrest warrant
for opposition leader Leopoldo Lopez
on trumped-up charges. Mr. Lopez
turned himself in on February 18 and is
currently being held in a prison at a
military facility.

And, by the way, the elections that
supposedly elected Mr. Maduro, as far
as I am concerned, are in question be-
cause there never was a real recount.
The ballots were destroyed before there
could be a recount.
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I am so deeply troubled by the crack-
down on press freedom in Venezuela.
The Colombian news network NTN24
was recently taken off the air after it
broadcast footage of the protests. Jour-
nalists from CNN were also threatened
with expulsion.

Today’s resolution makes it clear
that Congress stands with the Ven-
ezuelan people and against all acts of
violence and undemocratic actions. I
am pleased that President Obama and
Secretary Kerry have also spoken out
forcefully in condemning violence in
Venezuela.

Let me be clear. It is not just the
United States that has been taking no-
tice of recent events in Venezuela. The
Inter-American Commission on Human
Rights released a statement on Feb-
ruary 14 which ‘‘expresses its concern
over the serious incidents of violence
that have taken place in the context of
protest demonstrations in Venezuela,
as well as other complaints concerning
acts of censorship against media out-
lets . . . and acts of alleged political
persecution.”

Last week, the European Parliament
passed a resolution calling on the Ven-
ezuelan Government to release jailed
opposition members and protesters and
to end the violence.

I hope all member states of the OAS,
the Organization of American States,
will similarly call on the Venezuelan
Government to abide by the OAS Con-
vention on Human Rights and the
Inter-American Democratic Charter.

Finally, let me say that the only way
out of this crisis is through dialogue.
Our resolution makes this absolutely
clear by encouraging ‘‘a process of dia-
logue between the Government of Ven-
ezuela and the political opposition to
end the violence.”

I stand with the people of Venezuela
in calling for an end to the senseless vi-
olence, and I urge my colleagues to
support H. Res. 488, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 5 minutes to the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. DIAZ-BALART), our col-
league who is on the Appropriations
Committee who has been a leader in
this fight for freedom and liberty for
the Venezuelan people.

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise in strong support of this House res-
olution introduced by my dear friend
and one of the great leaders and cham-
pions for freedom around the world,
Congresswoman ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN.
I also want to thank Chairman ROYCE
and Ranking Member ENGEL, speaking
of folks who believe in freedom and are
always looking out for those who are
repressed.

For the last several weeks, Mr.
Speaker, the people of Venezuela have
risen up to protest the corruption, the
food shortages, the soaring crime rates,
and, most important of all, the in-
creased and alarming repression by the
Maduro regime. In response to those le-
gitimate protests—those peaceful pro-
tests—the Venezuelan regime has or-
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dered security forces to, frankly, bru-
tally crack down on the opposition.

Since the protests began, Mr. Speak-
er, more than 500 people have been ar-
rested. Those are the ones that we can
document. Approximately 150 have
been injured, and more than a dozen—
more than a dozen—have been killed.

Not only that, Mr. Speaker, but the
Maduro regime has instituted some-
thing which should not surprise us, a
virtual media blackout. They have
blocked out images. They tried to
block out images over the Internet.
They even closed down, in certain parts
of the country where they had the abil-
ity to do so, parts of the Internet, in-
cluding Twitter. They have thrown out
independent news organizations like
CNN and NTN.

Why? Why are they doing this? They
are doing this because the Venezuelan
people are fed up with the corruption;
they are fed up with, as my father
would have said, this so-called ‘‘decaf-
feinated dictatorship.” And why would
he have said a ‘‘decaffeinated dictator-
ship”’? It is a dictatorship that got
there, arguably, through democratic
means that then has done everything
to eliminate all semblance of democ-
racy, all semblance of human rights,
all semblance of freedom of the press,
and all semblance of the basic institu-
tions of democracy.

And not only that, Mr. Speaker,
there are reports of thousands of Cuban
special operation forces and also intel
forces that are helping the Maduro re-
gime in the crackdown of the Ven-
ezuelan people. So at a time when a lot
of the so-called international commu-
nity, particularly in our hemisphere,
stays quiet to the reality of the Ven-
ezuelan people’s struggle for freedom, I
am so proud of this Congress—this Con-
gress, this House—that once again is
standing with those who are oppressed
and standing with those who are strug-
gling for freedom. This is a House that
traditionally has done that. This is a
House that traditionally, in a bipar-
tisan way, has done that, which is why
I am, again, so grateful, particularly to
the chairwoman, to my, I would say,
younger but wiser sister, Congress-
woman ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN, to the
chairman and to the ranking member;
for when others are silent, they are
demonstrating that the United States
House of Representatives will not stay
silent. We will continue to support the
Venezuelan people. We will stand with
the heroic Venezuelan people, those
students who have hit the streets de-
manding their freedom.

I urge every single one of our col-
leagues to express solidarity with those
like over 200 years ago, how people in
our country went out and struggled for
freedom. Now we see that the Ven-
ezuelan young people, that the stu-
dents, are doing the same thing. How
proud of this House, how proud I am to
see this House stand with those heroic
Venezuelan people, the heirs of Simon
Bolivar—los herederos de Bolivar—who
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are trying and will succeed in recap-
turing their sovereignty, their free-
dom, and their democracy.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Florida will provide the
Clerk a translation of his remarks.
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Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. DEUTCH).

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong support of House Reso-
lution 488, supporting the Democratic
aspirations of the people of Venezuela.

I would like to thank my friend, Con-
gresswoman ROS-LEHTINEN, for her
leadership and for always fighting for
democratic principles. I would like to
thank Chairman ROYCE and Ranking
Member ENGEL for working to bring
this resolution to the floor.

I strongly condemn the violence used
by the Maduro regime: 17 dead and 261
injured in the recent protest. Peaceful
assembly should never be met with the
use of deadly force. This government
has resorted to political intimidation
and free media censorship to squash
the voices of the people.

I join my colleagues today in support
of the people of Venezuela to determine
their own political future. It is their
democratic right to seek government
policies that put their country on a
path to democratic and economic pros-
perity for all Venezuelans.

By passing this resolution, Congress
will send a clear message to the people
of Venezuela—and to all those around
the world struggling to achieve true
democracy and freedom—that we stand
with you. We support your most demo-
cratic rights of free expression and
peaceful assembly. Any true democracy
must be accountable to its people. We
call on the Maduro government to
work with the people, not against
them, to end the violence, and to find
a political resolution.

This resolution, Mr. Speaker, makes
clear to the Venezuelan people and to
the Maduro regime that the United
States stands for freedom and democ-
racy, and that the human rights of the
Venezuelan people matter to the Amer-
ican people, and they must be defended.
I urge my colleagues to support this
important resolution.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
am pleased and honored to yield 4 min-
utes to the distinguished gentleman
from California (Mr. ROYCE), the chair-
man of the Foreign Affairs Committee.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentlelady for yielding to me. I also
thank the gentlewoman from Florida
(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN), our chairman
emeritus, and the gentleman from New
York (Mr. ENGEL) the ranking member,
for their working together to craft this
bipartisan resolution, a resolution that
is focused on supporting Venezuelans,
supporting their right to free expres-
sion, their right to democracy, their
right for those who yearn to return to
the rule of law, and, frankly, not just
democratic norms, but just the most
basic respect for human beings.
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In recent weeks, Venezuela has been
rocked by nationwide protests against
the government of the late Hugo
Chavez’s hand-picked successor, Nico-
las Maduro. I as I watched events un-
fold on CNN, they began as student
protests. Students were going through
the streets explaining that they were
against rampant street crime, and they
wanted the protections of the state
rather than the predatory nature of
what was happening with these armed
gangs. Those protests have since
evolved into a referendum on the gov-
ernment’s statist policies, their de-
structive economic policies, the gov-
ernment’s near elimination of civil so-
ciety’s freedoms in Venezuela.

Maduro’s heavy-handed response,
frankly, I think all of us see this now
as having really worsened this crisis.
We are in a situation now where more
than a dozen Venezuelans have been
killed, and many students have been
grievously wounded. Even more than
that have been jailed. The leading op-
position figure right now is in prison.

These parliamentary gangs that we
talked about that are so predatory,
that roam the streets and commit
these crimes, now they threaten civil-
ians who are trying to peacefully ex-
press opposition. The President of the
country has threatened to release, in
his words, all of the military force of
the country against those who oppose
him, against the opposition. Even one
sitting governor who had long allied
himself with Hugo Chavez was driven
to say that the government has gone
too far. He took to the radio and said:

I am against putting down a peaceful pro-
test with weapons.

Precisely. Precisely—and that, of
course, is why the international com-
munity is concerned and we are con-
cerned here today.

All of this, of course, is taking place
in our own Western Hemisphere, just a
3-hour flight from the United States.
As a major energy producer positioned
along drug trafficking routes, Ven-
ezuela’s instability harms the interests
of all in the Western Hemisphere.

Venezuela once had a strong demo-
cratic tradition. We would like to see
that democratic tradition returned. We
think the right of free expression is an
important human right. Speaking out
in support of those who share this vi-
sion, as we are doing today, I think is
an important step in realizing that
goal, and that is why I again commend
Chairman ROS-LEHTINEN and Ranking
Member ENGEL for this resolution that
they have brought forward.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, it is my
pleasure to yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Ms.
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ).

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today in strong support
of House Resolution 488, and I thank
my south Florida colleague and friend,
Congresswoman ROS-LEHTINEN, for her
leadership in introducing this measure
and giving us an opportunity to stand
with the people of Venezuela.
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I stand in solidarity with my col-
leagues and the people of Venezuela to
condemn the deplorable, horrific, and
inexcusable violence the Maduro re-
gime has perpetrated against its own
citizens. Brave activists have taken to
the streets in Venezuela to demand
basic freedoms from an increasingly re-
pressive government. These are stu-
dents, lawyers, and average citizens
simply asking their government to re-
spect their basic human and demo-
cratic rights.

Since his election, President
Maduro’s economic and political poli-
cies have driven Venezuela’s economy
into the ground. His attempts to si-
lence these outcries have not worked,
and they will not work. Despite jailing
leading opposition voices and expelling
independent media voices, the world is
watching and listening, and we still
hear the calls loud and clear for democ-
racy, for governance, and reform.

President Maduro’s ridiculous accu-
sations about United States involve-
ment in fomenting unrest will prove to
be a grossly failed attempt to distract
from his own shortcomings in serving
his people. We will not allow his rhet-
oric to try to blame the United States
for what is a clear struggle between his
repressive policies and the legitimate
demands of his people.

My hometown of Weston is often af-
fectionately known as ‘‘Westonzuela.”
Just yesterday, I spoke with commu-
nity leaders in south Florida—many of
them my neighbors, my friends, my
constituents—about the fear and hor-
rors that family members and their
friends are experiencing.

This resolution calls upon the gov-
ernment of Venezuela to respect the
principles enshrined in its own gov-
erning documents as well as those in
the Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights—including freedoms of
speech and the press.

This resolution affirms what we
know to be true: that the best way to
address the legitimate grievances of
the people is through genuine dialogue
between all parties involved. It calls
for our country to work with our part-
ners in the Western Hemisphere and
through regional organizations to help
facilitate this dialogue and, impor-
tantly, to do everything possible to
cease this senseless violence and create
the space for peace. This resolution re-
flects that we stand in solidarity with
the people of Venezuela.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, this resolution can only
be the first step to hold Maduro and his
fellow regime thugs accountable for
their terrible and violent response, and
their abuse of Venezuelan people’s lib-
erties and human rights.

I have already begun circulating a
letter amongst my colleagues in the
House addressed to President Obama
asking him to take immediate action
against Maduro and other Venezuelan
officials who are responsible for viola-
tions of their people’s human rights.
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We are calling for the President to
enact immediate sanctions against
those officials under authorities grant-
ed to him under the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act, in-
cluding denying them visas to enter
the United States, blocking their prop-
erty, freezing their assets in the U.S.,
as well as prohibiting them from mak-
ing any financial transactions in the
U.S. This letter already enjoys bipar-
tisan support. I invite my colleagues to
join me in signing this letter, and I
hope that the President will recognize
the severity of this issue and do the
right thing and take these important
steps.

However, Mr. Speaker, I will file a
bill this week that would force the im-
plementation of these sanctions even if
the President chooses not to use these
authorities granted to him under the
International Emergency Economic
Powers Act.

Now is not the time to dither or sit
on the fence. The United States must
stand up for the people of Venezuela
and for the American ideals of freedom,
democracy, of the rule of law, of re-
spect for human rights. Failure to hold
Maduro and his officials accountable
would be irresponsible and a failure of
leadership.

On the resolution before us today,
Mr. Speaker, I am optimistic that the
U.S. House will pass my bill expressing
support for the people of Venezuela as
they protest peacefully for democracy.
I hope that it will pass so that we can
send a swift and strong message to
Maduro that the United States House
of Representatives has taken notice of
the developments in Venezuela and
that we will not allow these trans-
gressions to pass by quietly.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, in closing,
I want to repeat what I said before,
that I hope all member states of the
Organization of American States will
similarly call on the Venezuelan gov-
ernment to abide by their OAS Conven-
tion on Human Rights and the Inter-
American Democratic Charter.

This is a very bipartisan resolution. I
agree with everything that the gentle-
woman from Florida said. In fact, I
agree with everything that all of the
speakers on both sides of the aisle have
said.

The United States stands for freedom
in the world, and I think it is very im-
portant that the Congress of the United
States speaks out loudly and clearly
when people’s rights are being tram-
pled on, as is the situation in Ven-
ezuela today.

So again, I want to thank the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. RoOS-
LEHTINEN), and I want to thank Chair-
man ROYCE, who once again has shown
in such a bipartisan way that members
of the Foreign Affairs Committee work
closely together because both parties
share a love of freedom and democracy.
Both parties care very much that free-
dom and democracy around the world
takes root. I can think of nothing more
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bipartisan than to stand up for freedom
and democracy all over the world, and
when a country has its rights trampled
by the government that is supposed to
protect it, it is time that we in the
United States Congress say enough: we
are not going to sweep this under the
rug. We are going to speak out loudly
and forcefully against it.

I again thank Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN and
Chairman ROYCE.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, I want to reiterate my
strong thanks to the chairman of our
committee, Mr. ROYCE, and to our es-
teemed ranking member, Mr. ENGEL.
Both of them have been very present
and very energized on the United
States House of Representatives speak-
ing in a clear voice in favor of democ-
racy, the rule of law, freedom, and lib-
erties being respected by the Maduro
regime, and so far we have seen the op-
posite be true.

I want to again suggest to my col-
leagues that passing this resolution of
solidarity with the peaceful protesters
of Venezuela is an important first step,
and we hope that those who support
this cause will follow-up with my office
and sign the letter to President Obama
asking for economic sanctions against
human rights violators and also co-
sponsor my bill that follows and tracks
that same letter.

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
ROS-LEHTINEN) that the House suspend
the rules and agree to the resolution,
H. Res. 488, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

————
0 1500

UNITED STATES-ISRAEL  STRA-
TEGIC PARTNERSHIP ACT OF 2014

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 938) to strengthen the strategic
alliance between the United States and
Israel, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 938

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE AND TABLE OF CON-
TENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘“United States-Israel Strategic Partner-
ship Act of 2014”.
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(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:
Sec. 1. Short title and table of contents.
Sec. 2. Findings.
Sec. 3. Declaration of policy.
TITLE I—UNITED STATES-ISRAEL
STRATEGIC ALLIANCE
Sec. 101. Amendments to the United States-
Israel Enhanced Security Co-
operation Act of 2012.

Sec. 102. Authorization of assistance for
Israel.

Sec. 103. United States-Israel cooperation on
cyber-security.

Sec. 104. Statement of United States Policy
Regarding Israel’s defense sys-
tems.

Sec. 105. Report on other matters.

Sec. 106. Statement of policy.
Sec. 107. Sense of Congress.
TITLE II—UNITED STATES-ISRAEL
ENERGY COOPERATION

Sec. 201. United States-Israel energy co-
operation.
TITLE III—OFFSET

Sec. 301. Offset.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) The turmoil in the Middle East poses a
serious threat to United States national se-
curity interests and requires cooperation
with allies that are willing to work with the
United States in pursuit of shared objectives.

(2) The October 31, 1998, Memorandum of
Agreement signed by President Clinton and
Prime Minister Netanyahu commits the
United States to working jointly with Israel
towards enhancing Israel’s defensive and de-
terrent capabilities and upgrading the
framework of the United States-Israel stra-
tegic and military relationships, as well as
the technological cooperation between both
countries.

(3) On August 16, 2007, the United States
and Israel signed a Memorandum of Under-
standing reaffirming United States commit-
ment to the security of Israel and estab-
lishing a 10-year framework for incremental
increases in United States military assist-
ance to Israel.

(4) The Memorandum of Understanding
signed two years later on January 16, 2009 re-
affirmed the United States commitment and
noted ‘‘the security, military and intel-
ligence cooperation between the United
States and Israel”.

(5) The United States and Israel conduct a
semi-annual Strategic Dialogue. The Depart-
ment of State, in a statement following the
July 12, 2012, meeting of the Strategic Dia-
logue, noted that the discussions focused on
such issues of mutual concern as ‘“‘Iran’s con-
tinued quest to develop nuclear weapons,
which the United States and Israel are both
determined to prevent’ and ‘‘how the contin-
ued violence of the Syrian regime against its
citizens [assisted by Iran and Hezbollah]
could also lead to severe consequences for
the entire region”.

SEC. 3. DECLARATION OF POLICY.

Congress declares that Israel is a major

strategic partner of the United States.

TITLE I—UNITED STATES-ISRAEL
STRATEGIC ALLIANCE
SEC. 101. AMENDMENTS TO THE UNITED STATES-
ISRAEL ENHANCED SECURITY CO-
OPERATION ACT OF 2012.

(a) UNITED STATES ACTIONS TO ASSIST IN
THE DEFENSE OF ISRAEL AND PROTECT UNITED
STATES INTERESTS.—Section 4 of the United
States-Israel Enhanced Security Cooperation
Act of 2012 (Public Law 112-150; 22 U.S.C.
8603) is amended—

(1) by striking ‘It is the sense of Congress
that the United States Government should”
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and inserting ‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Presi-
dent should, to the maximum extent prac-
ticable,”’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

“‘(b) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this subsection,
the President shall submit to Congress a re-
port on the implementation of this section.”.

(b) EXTENSION OF WAR RESERVES STOCKPILE
AUTHORITY.—Section 5(a) of the United
States-Israel Enhanced Security Cooperation
Act of 2012 (Public Law 112-150) is amended
to read as follows:

‘‘(a) EXTENSION OF WAR RESERVES STOCK-
PILE AUTHORITY.—

‘(1) DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2005.—Section 12001(d) of the De-
partment of Defense Appropriations Act, 2005
(Public Law 108-287; 118 Stat. 1011), is amend-
ed by striking ‘more than 10 years after’ and
inserting ‘more than 11 years after’.

¢“(2) FOREIGN ASSISTANCE ACT OF 1961.—Sec-
tion 514(b)(2)(A) of the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2321h(b)(2)(A)) is
amended by striking ‘and 2014’ and inserting
¢, 2014, and 2015°.”".

(c) AMENDMENTS TO REQUIREMENTS RELAT-
ING TO ASSESSMENT OF ISRAEL’S QUALITATIVE
MILITARY EDGE OVER MILITARY THREATS.—

(1) ASSESSMENT REQUIRED; REPORTS.—Sec-
tion 201 of Public Law 110-429 (122 Stat. 4843;
22 U.S.C. 2776 note) is amended—

(A) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘an ongo-
ing basis” and inserting ‘‘a biennial basis’’;
and

(B) in subsection (¢)(2)—

(i) in the heading, by striking ‘‘QUADREN-
NIAL” and inserting ‘‘BIENNIAL’’; and

(ii) in the text, by striking ‘“Not later than
four years after the date on which the Presi-
dent transmits the initial report under para-
graph (1), and every four years thereafter,”
and inserting ‘‘Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of the United
States-Israel Strategic Partnership Act of
2014, and biennially thereafter,”.

(2) REPORT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of State shall submit to the
appropriate congressional committees a re-
port on—

(i) the range of cyber and asymmetric
threats posed to Israel by state and non-
state actors; and

(ii) the joint efforts of the United States
and Israel to address the threats identified in
clause (i).

(B) FOrRM.—The report required under sub-
paragraph (A) shall be submitted in unclassi-
fied form, but may contain a classified
annex.

(C) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this paragraph, the term
‘“‘appropriate congressional committees”
means the Committee on Foreign Affairs of
the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations of the Senate.
SEC. 102. AUTHORIZATION OF ASSISTANCE FOR

(a) FINDING.—Congress finds that Israel has
adopted high standards in the field of export
controls, including by becoming adherent to
the Australia Group, the Missile Technology
Control Regime, the Nuclear Suppliers
Group, and the Wassenaar Arrangement con-
trol lists, and by enacting robust legislation
and regulations for the control of dual-use
and defense items.

(b) EXPEDITED LICENSING PROCEDURES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The President shall direct
the Secretary of State to undertake discus-
sions with Israel to identify the steps re-
quired to be taken to include Israel within
the list of countries described in section
740.20(c)(1) of title 15, Code of Federal Regu-
lations (relating to eligibility for Strategic
Trade Authorization).
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(2) REPORT.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and every 180 days thereafter for a period of
3 years or until such time that Israel is in-
cluded on the list of countries determined as
eligible for the Strategic Trade Authoriza-
tion, whichever occurs first, the President
shall submit to the Committee on Foreign
Affairs of the House of Representatives and
the Committee on Foreign Relations and the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs of the Senate a report on the fol-
lowing:

(i) The current status of negotiations.

(ii) The reasons that Israel has not yet
been determined as eligible for the Strategic
Trade Authorization.

(B) FOrRM.—The report required by subpara-
graph (A) shall be submitted in unclassified
form but may contain a classified annex.

(¢) LICENSING TREATMENT AS MTCR ADHER-
ENT.—The President shall direct the Sec-
retary of Commerce to ensure that, subject
to the requirements of section 6(1) of the Ex-
port Administration Act of 1979 (50 U.S.C.
App. 2405(1)) (as continued in effect pursuant
to the International Emergency Economic
Powers Act), Israel is treated no less favor-
ably than other members or adherents to the
Missile Technology Control Regime des-
ignated in Country Group A:2 in Supplement
No. 1 to part 740 of title 15, Code of Federal
Regulations.

(d) OVERSEAS PRIVATE INVESTMENT COR-
PORATION.—In carrying out its authorities
under title IV of chapter 2 of part I of the
Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2191
et seq.), the Overseas Private Investment
Corporation should consider giving pref-
erence to providing insurance, financing, or
reinsurance for energy and water projects in
Israel.

(e) ENERGY, WATER, AGRICULTURE, AND AL-
TERNATIVE FUEL TECHNOLOGIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The President is author-
ized to carry out cooperative activities with
Israel and to provide assistance to Israel
that promotes cooperation in the fields of
energy, water, agriculture, alternative fuel
technologies, and civil space, where appro-
priate and pursuant to existing law.

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—In carrying out para-
graph (1), the President is authorized to
share and exchange with Israel research,
technology, intelligence, information, equip-
ment, and personnel that the President de-
termines will advance the national security
interests of the United States and is con-
sistent with the Strategic Dialogue and per-
tinent provisions of law—

(A) by enhancing scientific cooperation be-
tween Israel and the United States; or

(B) by the sale, lease, exchange in kind, or
other techniques the President determines to
be suitable.

(f) COOPERATIVE RESEARCH PILOT PRO-
GRAMS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security, acting through the Director of
the Homeland Security Advanced Research
Projects Agency and with the concurrence of
the Secretary of State, is authorized to enter
into cooperative research pilot programs
with Israel to enhance Israel’s capabilities in
the following areas:

(A) Border, maritime, and aviation secu-
rity.

(B) Explosives detection.

(C) Emergency services.

(2) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
For fiscal year 2014, there are authorized to
be appropriated to the Secretary of Home-
land Security—

(A) $1,000,000 to carry out paragraph (1)(A);

(B) $1,000,000 to carry out paragraph (1)(B);
and

(C) $1,000,000 to carry out paragraph (1)(C).
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SEC. 103. UNITED STATES-ISRAEL COOPERATION
ON CYBER-SECURITY.

It is a sense of Congress that the United
States and Israel should take steps and ex-
plore avenues to increase cooperation on
cyber-security.

SEC. 104. STATEMENT OF UNITED STATES POLICY
REGARDING ISRAEL’S DEFENSE SYS-
TEMS.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress—

(1) commends the first phase completion of
the David’s Sling Weapon System (DSWS) by
the Israel Missile Defense Organization and
the U.S. Missile Defense Agency, which is de-
signed to provide additional opportunities
for interception by the joint United States-
Israel Arrow Weapon System (Arrow 2 and
Arrow 3);

(2) congratulates the Israel Missile Defense
Organization and the U.S. Missile Defense
Agency on successfully executing the Arrow
3 flyout of a more advanced interceptor,
which will improve Israel’s defenses against
upper tier ballistic missile threats from na-
tions including Iran;

(3) recognizes that during Operation Pillar
of Defense in November 2012, Israel deployed
Iron Dome short-range rocket defense bat-
teries to intercept Hamas-launched rockets
fired from Gaza—of those rockets that posed
a threat to the life of Israeli citizens, 80 to 85
percent were successfully intercepted, saving
countless lives; and

(4) agrees that, as stated by former Sec-
retary of Defense Leon Panetta, ‘‘Iron Dome
performed, I think it’s fair to say, remark-
ably well during the recent escalation . . .
Iron Dome does not start wars. It helps pre-
vent wars.”.

(b) STATEMENT OF PoLICY.—It should be the
policy of the United States that the Presi-
dent, acting through the Secretary of De-
fense and the Secretary of State, should pro-
vide assistance, upon request by the Govern-
ment of Israel, for the enhancement of the
David’s Sling Weapon System, the enhance-
ment of the joint United States-Israel Arrow
Weapon System (Arrow 2 and Arrow 3), and
the procurement and enhancement of the
Iron Dome short-range rocket defense sys-
tem for purposes of intercepting short-range
rockets, missiles, and other projectiles
launched against Israel.

SEC. 105. REPORT ON OTHER MATTERS.

(a) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of
Congress that—

(1) the United States and Israel should con-
tinue collaborative efforts to enhance
Israel’s military capabilities, including
through the transfer of advanced combat air-
craft, active phased array radar, military
tanker-transports, other multi-mission mili-
tary aircraft, advanced or specialized muni-
tions, and through joint training and exer-
cise opportunities in the United States;

(2) the United States and Israel should ex-
peditiously conclude an updated Memo-
randum of Understanding regarding United
States security assistance in order to help
Israel meet its unique security requirements
and uphold its qualitative military edge;

(3) the United States should ensure that
Israel has timely access to important mili-
tary equipment, including by augmenting
the forward deployed United States War Re-
serve Stockpile in Israel and by continuing
to provide Israel with critical military
equipment and spare parts through the De-
partment of Defense’s Excess Defense Arti-
cles program; and

(4) the United States should continue to
support Israel’s inherent right of self-de-
fense.

(b) REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 120 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Comptroller General of the United States
shall submit to the appropriate congres-
sional committees a report that—
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(A) reviews the progress made toward the
actions and efforts identified in the report
required under section 6(b) of the United
States-Israel Enhanced Security Cooperation
Act of 2012 (Public Law 112-150; 22 U.S.C.
8604(b)); and

(B) provides policy recommendations, if
necessary.

(2) ForM.—The report required by para-
graph (1) may include a classified annex.

(3) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this subsection, the term
‘“‘appropriate congressional committees”
means—

(A) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and
the Committee on Armed Services of the
House of Representatives; and

(B) the Committee on Foreign Relations
and the Committee on Armed Services of the
Senate.

SEC. 106. STATEMENT OF POLICY.

It shall be the policy of the United States
to include Israel in the list of countries that
participate in the visa waiver program under
section 217 of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1187) when Israel satisfies,
and as long as Israel continues to satisfy, the
requirements for inclusion in such program
specified in such section.

SEC. 107. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

It is the sense of Congress that the Depart-
ment of State should continue and, to the
furthest extent practicable, increase its co-
ordination on monitoring and combating
anti-Semitism with the Government of
Israel.

TITLE II—UNITED STATES-ISRAEL
ENERGY COOPERATION
SEC. 201. UNITED STATES-ISRAEL ENERGY CO-
OPERATION.

(a) FINDINGS.—Section 917(a) of the Energy
Independence and Security Act of 2007 (42
U.S.C. 17337(a)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘renew-
able’ and inserting ‘‘covered’’;

(2) in paragraph (4)—

(A) by striking ‘‘possible many’ and in-
serting ‘‘possible—

“(A) many”’;

(B) by inserting ‘‘and’ after the semicolon
at the end; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

‘(B) significant contributions to the devel-
opment of renewable energy and energy effi-
ciency through the established programs of
the United States-Israel Binational Indus-
trial Research and Development Foundation
and the United States-Israel Binational
Science Foundation;’’;

(3) in paragraph (6)—

(A) by striking ‘‘renewable” and inserting
“‘covered’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘and” after the semicolon
at the end;

(4) in paragraph (7)—

(A) by striking ‘‘renewable’ and inserting
‘“‘covered’’; and

(B) by striking the period at the end and
inserting a semicolon; and

(5) by adding at the end the following:

‘(8) United States-Israel energy coopera-
tion, and the development of natural re-
sources by Israel, are strategic interests of
the United States;

‘“(9) Israel is a strategic partner of the
United States in water technology;

‘(10) the United States can play a role in
assisting Israel with regional safety and se-
curity issues;

‘(11) the National Science Foundation of
the United States should collaborate with
the Israel Science Foundation;

‘(12) the United States and Israel should
strive to develop more robust academic co-
operation in energy innovation technology
and engineering, water science, technology
transfer, and analysis of geopolitical impli-
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cations of new natural resource development
and associated areas;

‘“(13) the United States supports the goals
of the Alternative Fuels Administration of
Israel;

‘“(14) the United States strongly urges open
dialogue and continued mechanisms for reg-
ular engagement and encourages further co-
operation between applicable departments,
agencies, ministries, institutions of higher
education, and the private sectors of the
United States and Israel on energy security
issues, including—

‘“(A) identifying policy priorities associ-
ated with the development of natural re-
sources of Israel;

‘(B) discussing best practices to secure
cyber energy infrastructure;

‘“(C) best practice sharing;

‘(D) leveraging natural gas to positively
impact regional stability;

‘“(E) improving energy efficiency and the
overall performance of water technologies
through research and development in water
desalination, wastewater treatment and rec-
lamation, and other water treatment tech-
nologies;

“(F) technical and environmental manage-
ment of deep-water exploration and produc-
tion;

‘“(G) coastal protection and restoration;

‘“(H) academic outreach and engagement;

“(I) private sector and business develop-
ment engagement;

‘“(J) regulatory consultations;

“(K) leveraging alternative transportation
fuels and technologies; and

‘(L) any other areas determined appro-
priate by the United States and Israel;

‘“(15) the United States acknowledges the
achievements and importance of the United
States-Israel Binational Industrial Research
and Development Foundation and the United
States-Israel Binational Science Foundation
and supports continued multiyear funding to
ensure the continuity of the programs of the
Foundations; and

‘“(16) the United States and Israel have a
shared interest in addressing their imme-
diate, near-term, and long-term energy and
environmental challenges.”’.

(b) ESTABLISHMENT.—Section 917(b)(1) of
the Energy Independence and Security Act of
2007 (42 U.S.C. 17337(b)(1)) is amended by
striking ‘‘renewable energy or energy effi-
ciency” and inserting ‘‘covered energy’’.

(¢c) TYPES OF ENERGY.—Section 917(b)(2) of
the Energy Independence and Security Act of
2007 (42 U.S.C. 17337(b)(2)) is amended—

(1) in the heading, by striking “TYPES OF”’
and inserting ‘“‘COVERED’’;

(2) in subparagraph (F), by striking ‘‘and”
after the semicolon at the end;

(3) in subparagraph (G), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting a semicolon;
and

(4) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(H) natural gas energy, including conven-
tional and unconventional natural gas tech-
nologies and natural gas projects conducted
by or in conjunction with the United States-
Israel Binational Science Foundation, the
United States-Israel Binational Industrial
Research and Development Foundation, and
the United States-Israel Science and Tech-
nology Foundation; and

‘“(I) improvement of energy efficiency and
the overall performance of water tech-
nologies through research and development
in water desalination, wastewater treatment
and reclamation, and other water treatment
technologies.”’.

(d) ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS.—Section 917(b)(3)
of the Energy Independence and Security Act
of 2007 (42 U.S.C. 17337(b)(3)) is amended by
striking ‘‘energy efficiency or renewable”
and inserting ‘‘covered”.
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(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS;
INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS.—Section 917
of the Energy Independence and Security Act
of 2007 (42 U.S.C. 17337) is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsections (¢) and (d)
as subsections (e) and (f), respectively;

(2) by inserting after subsection (b) the fol-
lowing:

‘‘(c) INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may, sub-
ject to the availability of appropriations,
enter into cooperative agreements sup-
porting and enhancing dialogue and planning
involving international partnerships between
the Department, including National Labora-
tories of the Department, and the Govern-
ment of Israel and its ministries, offices, and
institutions.

‘“(2) FEDERAL SHARE.—The Secretary may
not pay more than 50 percent of the costs de-
scribed in paragraph (1).

‘(3) ANNUAL REPORTS.—The Secretary shall
submit to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce, the Committee on Science,
Space, and Technology, the Committee on
Foreign Affairs, and the Committee on Ap-
propriations of the House of Representatives
and the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources, the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions, and the Committee on Appropriations
of the Senate an annual report that de-
scribes—

‘“(A) actions taken to carry out this sub-
section; and

‘(B) any projects under this subsection for
which the Secretary requests funding.

“(d) UNITED STATES-ISRAEL CENTER.—The
Secretary may establish a joint United
States-Israel Center based in an area of the
United States with the experience, knowl-
edge, and expertise in offshore energy devel-
opment to further dialogue and collaboration
to develop more robust academic coopera-
tion in energy innovation technology and en-
gineering, water science, technology trans-
fer, and analysis of geopolitical implications
of new natural resource development and as-
sociated areas.”’; and

(3) by amending subsection (f) (as redesig-
nated) to read as follows:

‘“(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
Of the amounts made available under section
931 of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C.
16231), the Secretary is authorized to use
$2,000,000 for each fiscal year to carry out
this section.”.

(f) TERMINATION.—Subsection (e) of section
917 of the Energy Independence and Security
Act of 2007 (42 U.S.C. 17337) (as redesignated
by subsection (e)(1)) is amended by striking
“‘the date that is 7 years after the date of en-
actment of this Act” and inserting ‘‘Sep-
tember 30, 2021,

TITLE III—OFFSET
SEC. 301. OFFSET.

Section 102(a) of the Enhanced Partnership
with Pakistan Act of 2009 (Public Law 111-73)
is amended by striking ‘‘$1,500,000,000” and
inserting ‘‘$1,487,000,000°".

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. ROYCE) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. ENGEL)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I ask that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rials in the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?
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There was no objection.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I rise in strong support of this legis-
lation. This is the U.S.-Israel Strategic
Partnership Declaration.

I want to begin by thanking the gen-
tlewoman from Florida (Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN) and thanking the gentleman
from Florida, Mr. TED DEUTCH, for
their leadership in authoring this im-
portant measure.

Israel’s strategic reality has been
fundamentally transformed. As it looks
to its borders and looks beyond those
borders, the threats to Israel are
changing, and they are growing. These
threats challenge Israel’s qualitative
military edge and that is its ability to
counter and defeat any credible con-
ventional military threat. It chal-
lenges it in ways that have, perhaps,
never been quite so daunting.

Myself, ELIOT ENGEL, TED DEUTCH,
and others, had an opportunity last
year to travel to Israel to see the ef-
fects, see the efforts, by Israel to
counter the rocket attacks that come
in from Gaza by Hamas.

I had an opportunity back during the
second Lebanon war, during the war
with Hezbollah, to actually see the ef-
fects in August of 2006 of what was hap-
pening with rockets firing into Haifa.
On a daily basis, the city was under
siege.

There were literally 600 Israelis—
Jewish Israelis, Arab Israelis, Druze
Israelis—who were victims of these at-
tacks from the communities in Haifa
who were in the trauma hospital, and
every day, these rockets would rain
down.

This was not just the handiwork of
Hezbollah and of Hamas that we saw
last year—no. This was with rockets
provided by Iran—by Iran and Syria.

In the rocket attacks that I saw in
2006, those rockets—every one of
them—the cone of those rockets had
80,000 ball bearings, and they would be
fired on schools, on homes, on the hos-
pital itself, that was a target. That was
done to create the maximum number of
civilian casualties.

Well, so it is, in terms of the chal-
lenges that Israel faces, again, those
challenges now because Iran is sup-
plying the weaponry.

In response, the Congress continues
to do everything in our power to sup-
port Israel from its security to sup-
porting its economy. That is the inten-
tion, Mr. Speaker, of this legislation
that Mr. TED DEUTCH and Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN have brought before this
body. It is a matter of shared values,
shared experiences, and shared inter-
ests between the United States and
Israel.

This legislation will not only expe-
dite the provision of critical security
assistance to Israel and require more
frequent and detailed reporting on
Israel’s qualitative military edge, as
well as a report on joint efforts to ad-
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dress the other threats—asymmetric
threats that Israel faces, but it will
also focus on expanding cooperation in
areas of mutual interest by supporting
a range of joint activities from civil
space cooperation to homeland secu-
rity measures.

Finally, it will dramatically expand
our cooperation with Israel on energy
production. It will link the two econo-
mies in important ways, and that is
why I, again, thank ILEANA ROS-
LEHTINEN and TED DEUTCH for bringing
this legislation before us.

I reserve the balance of my time.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY,
Washington, DC, January 22, 2014.

Hon. ED ROYCE,

Chairman, Committee on Foreign Affairs, House
of Representatives, Rayburn House Office
Building, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN ROYCE: I am writing to
you concerning the jurisdictional interest of
the Committee on Homeland Security in
matters being considered in H.R. 938, the
United States-Israel Strategic Partnership
Act of 2013.

I recognize the importance of H.R. 938 and
the need for the legislation to move expedi-
tiously. Therefore, while we have a valid
claim to jurisdiction over certain sections of
the bill, specifically, section 5(f), I do not in-
tend to request a sequential referral. This, of
course, is conditional on our mutual under-
standing that nothing in this legislation or
my decision to forego a sequential referral
waives, reduces or otherwise affects the ju-
risdiction of the Committee on Homeland
Security, and that a copy of this letter and
your response acknowledging our jurisdic-
tional interest will be included in the Com-
mittee Report and as part of the Congres-
sional Record during consideration of this
bill by the House. I also ask that you support
my request to name members of this com-
mittee to any conference committee that is
established to consider such provisions.

Thank you for your consideration in this
matter.

Sincerely,
MICHAEL T. MCCAUL,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
Washington, DC, January 23, 2014.

Hon. MICHAEL T. MCCAUL,

Chairman, Committee on Homeland Security,
Ford House Office Building, Washington,
DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN McCAUL: Thank you for
your letter regarding H.R. 938, the United
States-Israel Strategic Partnership Act of
2013. I acknowledge that by forgoing action
and not seeking a sequential referral on this
legislation, your Committee is not dimin-
ishing or altering its jurisdiction.

I also concur with you that forgoing action
on this bill does not in any way prejudice the
Committee on Homeland Security with re-
spect to its jurisdictional prerogatives on
this bill or similar legislation in the future,
and I would support your effort to seek ap-
pointment of an appropriate number of con-
ferees to any House-Senate conference in-
volving this legislation.

I will seek to place our letters on H.R. 938
into the Congressional Record during floor
consideration of the bill. I appreciate your
cooperation regarding this legislation and
look forward to working with the Committee
on Homeland Security as the bill moves
through the legislative process.
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Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
EDWARD R. ROYCE,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY,
Washington, DC, February 27, 2014.

Hon. ED ROYCE,

Chairman, Committee on Foreign Affairs, Ray-
burn House Office Building, Washington,
DcC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN ROYCE: I am writing with
respect to H.R. 938, the ‘‘United States-Israel
Strategic Partnership Act of 2013,” which
the Committee on Foreign Affairs ordered
reported favorably on January 29, 2014. As a
result of your having consulted with us on
provisions in H.R. 938 that fall within the
Rule X jurisdiction of the Committee on the
Judiciary, and your agreement to support
mutually-agreeable changes to the legisla-
tion, I agree to discharge our Committee
from further consideration of this bill so
that it may proceed expeditiously to the
House floor for consideration.

The Judiciary Committee takes this action
with our mutual understanding that by fore-
going consideration of H.R. 938 at this time,
we do not waive any jurisdiction over subject
matter contained in this or similar legisla-
tion, and that our Committee will be appro-
priately consulted and involved as this bill
or similar legislation moves forward so that
we may address any remaining issues in our
jurisdiction. Our Committee also reserves
the right to seek appointment of an appro-
priate number of conferees to any House-
Senate conference involving this or similar
legislation, and asks that you support any
such request.

I would appreciate a response to this letter
confirming this understanding with respect
to H.R. 938, and would ask that a copy of our
exchange of letters on this matter be in-
cluded in the Congressional Record during
Floor consideration of H.R. 938.

Sincerely,
BOB GOODLATTE,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
Washington, DC, February 27, 2014.

Hon. BOB GOODLATTE,

Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, Ray-
burn House Office Building, Washington,
DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN GOODLATTE: Thank you for
agreeing to be discharged from further con-
sideration of H.R. 938, the United States-
Israel Strategic Partnership Act, and for
working with us to incorporate mutually
agreeable changes to provisions within the
Rule X jurisdiction of the Committee on the
Judiciary.

I agree that forgoing further action on this
bill does not in any way diminish or alter
the jurisdiction of the Committee on the Ju-
diciary, or prejudice its jurisdictional pre-
rogatives on this bill or similar legislation
in the future. I would support your effort to
seek appointment of an appropriate number
of conferees to any House-Senate conference
involving this legislation.

I will seek to place our letters on H.R. 938
into the Congressional Record during floor
consideration of the bill. I appreciate your
cooperation regarding this legislation and
look forward to continuing to work with the
Committee on the Judiciary as the bill
moves through the legislative process.

Sincerely,
EDWARD R. ROYCE,
Chairman.
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE, AND
TECHNOLOGY,

Washington, DC, February 28, 2014.

Hon. EDWARD R. ROYCE,

Chairman, Committee on Foreign Affairs, Ray-
burn House Office Building, Washington,
DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN ROYCE: I am writing to
you regarding H.R. 938, the United States-
Israel Strategic Partnership Act of 2013. This
legislation was initially referred to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs, and in addition to
the Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology (among others). The bill contains pro-
visions that fall within the jurisdiction of
the Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology.

H.R. 938 has been marked up by the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs. Based on discus-
sions that the staff of our two committees
have had regarding this legislation and in
the interest of permitting your Committee
to proceed expeditiously to floor consider-
ation of this important legislation, I am
willing to waive further consideration of this
bill. I do so with the understanding that lan-
guage specifically requested by the Com-
mittee will be included in the legislation
when it is considered on the floor and that
by waiving consideration of the bill, the
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology does not waive any future jurisdic-
tional claim of the subject matters con-
tained in the bill which fall within its Rule
X jurisdiction.

Additionally, the Committee on Science,
Space, and Technology expressly reserves its
authority to seek conferees on any provision
within its jurisdiction during any House-
Senate conference that may be convened on
this, or any similar legislation. I ask for
your commitment to support any request by
the Committee for conferees on H.R. 938, as
well as any similar or related legislation.

Further, I ask that a copy of this letter
and your response be included in the Con-
gressional Record during floor consideration
of H.R. 938.

I would also like to take this opportunity
to thank you for the positive negotiations
between our Committees; the result is an im-
proved bill. I look forward to working with
you as this important measure moves
through the legislative process.

Sincerely,
LAMAR SMITH,
Chairman, Committee on Science,
Space, and Technology.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEES ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS,
Washington, DC, February 28, 2014.

Hon. LAMAR SMITH,

Chairman, Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology, Rayburn House Office Build-
ing, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN SMITH: Thank you for
agreeing to be discharged from further con-
sideration of H.R. 938, the United States-
Israel Strategic Partnership Act, and for
working with us to incorporate mutually
agreeable changes to provisions within the
Rule X jurisdiction of the Committee on
Science, Space, and Technology.

I agree that forgoing further action on this
bill does not in any way diminish or alter
the jurisdiction of your Committee, or preju-
dice its jurisdictional prerogatives on this
bill or similar legislation in the future. I
would support your effort to seek appoint-
ment of an appropriate number of conferees
to any House-Senate conference involving
this legislation.

I will seek to place our letters on H.R. 938
into the Congressional Record during floor
consideration of the bill. I appreciate your
cooperation regarding this legislation and
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look forward to continuing to work with the
Science Committee as the bill moves
through the legislative process.
Sincerely,
EDWARD R. ROYCE,
Chairman.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I rise in strong support of H.R. 938,
the U.S.-Israel Strategic Partnership
Act.

Mr. Speaker, I would first like to
thank Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, the chairman
of the Middle East and North Africa
Subcommittee, and Mr. DEUTCH, the
ranking member of that subcommittee,
for authoring this legislation and for
working tirelessly over the past year
to further refine some of the provi-
sions.

This legislation comes at a critical
time in the history of the U.S.-Israel
relationship. On every border, Israel
faces instability, at best, and violence
and chaos, at worst.

Syria remains engulfed in a horrific
civil war that has left more than
140,000 people dead. Israel’s neighbors,
including Lebanon and Egypt, are
plagued by instability.

Iran has not yet abandoned its pur-
suit of nuclear weapons capability and
continues to terrorize the world with
its support for violent extremism. Iran
is the leading supporter of terrorism
around the world.

And, under the threat of rocket fire
from Gaza, Israel is now considering
new options under a framework for
peace with Palestinians and the Arab
world. Hamas still controls the Gaza
Strip, and their disregard for human
life is well known.

The U.S. cannot afford to sit idly by.
We must be engaged in each of these
issues and support our ally, Israel, the
only democracy in the Middle East.

This legislation before us today is
critical because it sends a clear and un-
mistakable message to America’s foes:
America stands with Israel. Let me re-
peat that: America stands with Israel.

Now is the time to reaffirm the vital
importance we place on the U.S.-Israel
relationship and to pursue new ways to
improve our partnership at every level.
Let me say the relationship between
the U.S. and Israel is not a one-way
street. It is a two-way street.

We share a love for democracy; we
share a love for human rights; and we
share a love and understanding that we
share things that are so important to
both countries. It is not, again, just a
one-way street. It is a two-way street.

There is more collaboration between
the United States and Israel on every-
thing, each and every day. The rela-
tionship deepens, the coordination
deepens—coordination in terms of mili-
tary, in terms of intelligence sharing,
in terms of so many other things.
Israel is the best ally the United States
has, not in the Middle East, but in the
world.

Specifically, this bill will build on
our robust defense cooperation, in-
crease U.S.-Israel collaboration on cy-
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bersecurity, expand U.S.-Israel energy
cooperation, and reaffirm our commit-
ment to Israel missile defense pro-
grams, which have saved many inno-
cent lives, such as the Iron Dome.

I urge my colleagues to support H.R.
938, and I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentlelady from Florida
(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN), the chairman
emeritus and Middle East Sub-
committee chair of the Committee on
Foreign Affairs and, of course, the au-
thor of this bill.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Thank you so
much, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Speaker, Congressman TED
DEUTCH and I introduced the United
States-Israel Strategic Partnership Act
because we are committed to the secu-
rity of our friend and ally in an in-
creasingly volatile Middle East.

Chairman ROYCE and Ranking Mem-
ber ENGEL have been instrumental in
getting this important bill to the
House floor today. Today is, indeed, a
very significant day in the history of
the relationship between the United
States and Israel.

This bill takes the already strong
bonds between our two countries and
makes it even stronger. With over 350
Members of Congress having lent their
support to this bill as cosponsors, it is
truly a bipartisan measure.

This bill designates Israel as a major
strategic partner of the United States
and extends U.S.-Israeli cooperation in
a variety of areas, including intel-
ligence, homeland security, energy,
science, trade, and so forth. It supports
U.S. efforts to help Israel maintain its
qualitative military edge over its
neighbors and its foes.

As Israel faces even more dangerous
threats than ever before, particularly
now with so much uncertainty and so
much violence spreading throughout
the region, and as Iran continues to an-
nounce advancements on its nuclear
program due to this weak interim
agreement, Israel needs our support
now more than ever.

Passing this bill, Mr. Speaker, will
send a strong message to those that
continue to seek to harm Israel and to
harm the United States. It will show
the rest of the world just how seriously
we value our friendship with the demo-
cratic Jewish state of Israel, not only
because Israel has been a true ally, but
because we share the same ideals and
the same values.

In a time, Mr. Speaker, when there is
a worrisome movement to delegitimize
Israel, a campaign by some to boycott
and divest from Israel, now is the time
to lend our unequivocal support to the
democratic Jewish state of Israel.

With anti-Semitism on an alarming
rise throughout the world, Israel and
the worldwide Jewish community need
to know that the United States will do
everything we can to ensure Israel’s
continued safety and security.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, it is now
my pleasure to yield 4 minutes to the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. DEUTCH).
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Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, the legis-
lation before us today is the product of
a real bipartisan commitment to the
U.S.-Israel relationship.

I would like to thank Chairman ED
ROYCE and Ranking Member ELIOT
ENGEL for making this bill a priority of
the House Foreign Affairs Committee
and ensuring its consideration on the
floor here today.

I would especially like to thank and
recognize my colleague, my friend, my
fellow Floridian, chairman emeritus of
the full committee, ILEANA ROS-
LEHTINEN, for her leadership on this
legislation, but not just for that, for
her ongoing commitment to the
strength of the U.S.-Israel relationship
and for standing up, as she always does,
in support of people in need in every
part of the world. We are so grateful
for your work.

The U.S.-Israel Strategic Partnership
Act aims to strengthen the ties that
bind our two nations and enhance co-
operation in multiple ways. The legis-
lation reflects the simple truth—a very
simple truth that the U.S. relationship
with Israel is bound not only by mu-
tual interests, but it is bound by deeply
shared values.

Indeed, the provisions of this bill,
H.R. 938, mirror the broad cooperation
between the United States and Israel
when it comes not only to security, but
to trade, research, energy, and so much
more.

This bill is, of course, crafted with
the heightened security risks that
Israel faces every day—with those
heightened security risks in mind. The
Middle East region is as volatile as
ever, and the world must know that
our commitment to Israel’s security
has never been stronger than it is at
this moment.

From the threat of daily rocket at-
tacks from Hezbollah, Hamas, and
other groups that send rockets at
Israel citizens indiscriminately, to the
risk of spillover from the Syrian con-
flict, the growing humanitarian crisis
there, and to the existential threat of a
nuclear-armed Iran, Israel faces an
array of very complex security chal-
lenges.

Recognizing these threats, the U.S.-
Israel Strategic Partnership Act in-
cludes measures to ensure Israel’s qual-
itative military edge in a tough and all
too often hostile neighborhood.

H.R. 938 extends authority for the
United States to expand our own for-
ward-deployed weapons stockpile in
Israel. This stockpile is critical to
maintaining U.S. military readiness in
the region and ensuring that our
Armed Forces have access to the equip-
ment they need to defend our interests
at a moment’s notice.

This legislation also reaffirms Con-
gress’ support for Israel’s right to self-
defense by authorizing continued co-
operation between the United States
and the state of Israel on innovative
missile defense programs, like the Iron
Dome, Arrow, and David’s Sling.

These systems have proven remark-
ably successful at intercepting rockets
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and protecting the safety of the Israeli
people.

0 1515

Yet, even as this bill advances the se-
curity of Israel, it ultimately serves as
a reminder to the world and as a re-
minder to America of the depth of the
United States-Israel relationship. H.R.
938 highlights Israel’s enormous con-
tributions to water and irrigation, ag-
riculture, homeland security, and cy-
bersecurity by authorizing further co-
operation with the United States in
these fields. It significantly expands
the breadth of U.S.-Israel cooperation
on energy and alternative energy
forms, and I would like to thank Chair-
man UPTON and Ranking Member WAX-
MAN for their work on this critical lan-
guage. The bill also strengthens our
trade ties to Israel by initiating a proc-
ess to include Israel in export license
exemptions programs and, lastly, by af-
firming Congress’ support for Israel’s
inclusion in the Visa Waiver Program.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. ENGEL. I yield the gentleman an
additional 1 minute.

Mr. DEUTCH. Despite facing enor-
mous security challenges, our ally
Israel has thrived as an open and free
society with a vibrant economy, a
strong democracy and as a global inno-
vator in agriculture, energy, and
countless other fields. The United
States-Israel Strategic Partnership Act
reflects our bipartisan commitment to
a safe, to a secure, and to a thriving
Jewish State of Israel.

I am deeply moved by the tremen-
dous support for Israel in this Con-
gress, with more than half of its mem-
bership signed onto this bill. But why
should this be a surprise? The security
of the State of Israel is important to
our national security. A thriving econ-
omy in the State of Israel, with invest-
ments made by so many American
companies, is important to our own
economy. Most importantly, having an
ally that shares our values, our com-
mitment to democracy and to the rule
of law is something of which the value
cannot even be measured.

I urge my colleagues to pass this leg-
islation and to send the world a mes-
sage that our bond with Israel will re-
main unshakable.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2
minutes to the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. COLLINS), an esteemed member
of our committee but also one who has
been extremely focused on ensuring
Israel’s qualitative military edge.

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Chair-
man, I do appreciate the opportunity.
Of course, you and the ranking mem-
ber, Mr. ENGEL, have always been sup-
portive of me, and I do appreciate that
a great deal as we work on these issues
together.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to rise in
support of H.R. 938, the United States-
Israel Strategic Partnership Act of
2013. This legislation recognizes and en-
hances the historic and vitally impor-
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tant relationship between the United
States and Israel. As the only democ-
racy in the volatile Middle East, ensur-
ing a strong Israel should be the pri-
ority of this body and this administra-
tion.

Recently, this body passed H.R. 1992,
bipartisan legislation that I intro-
duced, along with Congressman SCHNEI-
DER of Illinois, to modify QME reports
to reflect the ever-changing threats
that Israel faces. I am pleased that
H.R. 1992 was also included in this
Strategic Partnership Act.

Specifically, H.R. 1992 shortens the
review time of U.S. weapons sales to
Israel’s neighbors from 4 years to 2
years. In addition, it asks this adminis-
tration to determine how much of a
threat asymmetric and cyber warfare
are to Israel’s security.

Anyone can look in just the last 4
years at how much has changed sur-
rounding our friend Israel. It is impor-
tant that we take and lower this time
frame so that we are constantly mak-
ing sure they have a qualitative mili-
tary edge. This is of vital importance.
The administration and this Congress
ought to come together, and being a
part of this Strategic Partnership Act
ensures that along with H.R. 1992.

The Strategic Partnership Act also
addresses a number of other important
aspects of our relationship, including
robust cybersecurity cooperation, the
facilitation of increased tourism be-
tween the two nations, and the exten-
sion of U.S.-Israel energy cooperation.

Peace between Israel and its neigh-
bors is something that has long been
sought after. I am pleased that H.R. 938
highlights Israel’s missile defense sys-
tem, the Iron Dome. The Iron Dome
gives Israel the ability to protect its
citizens and to prevent military esca-
lation.

With this, I want to thank the really
incredible work of the chairman of the
subcommittee, ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN,
and Mr. DEUTCH for their encourage-
ment in writing this legislation and for
being such avid sponsors and avid pro-
ponents of our relationship with Israel.

H.R. 938 is an important step. I urge
my colleagues to continue their sup-
port and to vote ‘‘yes.”

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, in closing,
let me again say that this is another
example of bipartisan cooperation on
the Foreign Affairs Committee.

I want to again thank Chairman
ROYCE for being such a great partner in
ensuring that important legislation
like this passes our Foreign Affairs
Committee and the floor of the House
in a very bipartisan way.

I am proud to support H.R. 938. It re-
affirms our mutually beneficial rela-
tionship with our great ally, the Jew-
ish State of Israel, at a critically im-
portant time. I want to again thank
my colleagues, the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) and the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. DEUTCH),
for authoring this legislation, and I
urge my colleagues to support this.

I yield back the balance of my time.
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Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

When we are speaking of this issue, I
think Members should reflect that we
are speaking of an Israel that faces
from a regime in Iran that actually
speaks of wiping Israel off of the map,
a regime in Iran that seeks to acquire
a nuclear weapons capability and the
missiles to deliver nuclear weapons, a
regime in Iran that has a proxy called
Hezbollah.

I remember a Deputy Secretary of
State calling that organization the ‘A
team” of terrorism in the world,
Hezbollah. Hezbollah is greatly expand-
ing its size and its influence, and it is
doing so not only in Lebanon but in
Syria, which neighbors Israel. It is an
organization that has, probably, some
70,000 rockets by now that are aimed at
Israel’s population centers. We think of
an Israel challenged by the prolifera-
tion of al Qaeda-affiliated organiza-
tions throughout that region. We think
of the ongoing threats from Hamas to
the south and the Palestinian Islamic
jihad.

Those are severe challenges, but
Israel never has been as strong as it is
now. Think of Israel’s dynamic entre-
preneurial culture there. For those who
have been to Tel Aviv, it is inspiring—
it is unbelievable—the entrepreneurial
spirit, the innovative culture. You get
a better sense of why Israel is so strong
but also a sense of why the bond be-
tween the United States and Israel is
so great. It is that dynamic economy
and society that are building blocks for
Israel’s qualitative military edge and
its relationship with the United States.

The benefits that we get from U.S.-
Israel relationships, like the develop-
ment of the Iron Dome, is very strong.
I think that was probably built for 10
percent the price or cost, and now all
of our allies are interested in acquiring
that Iron Dome; and at the same time,
when you think about the Iron Dome,
you think of something that we in the
United States thought was impossible
to develop, but in Israel, engineers did
S0.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation today
stands by our values; it stands by our
interests; and it stands by our ally
Israel. It is legislation all Members of
the House should support.

Seeing no additional speakers, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support of
this bill.

The relationship between America and
Israel, which is already extremely strong, will
be deepened further by passage of this legis-
lation. H.R. 938 includes a number of impor-
tant provisions that will expedite cooperation
and trade between the U.S. and Israel. These
include expedited licensing procedures for
items covered under the Missile Technology
Control Regime and other arms control re-
gimes, encouraging the Overseas Private In-
vestment Corporation to give preference to
providing insurance, financing, or reinsurance
for energy and water projects in Israel, and
measures to foster research and technology
exchanges in the areas of energy, water,
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homeland security, agriculture and alternative
fuel technologies. Both of our nations would
benefit from these latter provisions.

To help Israel meet the military challenges
posed by short-range and other ballistic mis-
siles, the bill encourages the President to pro-
vide assistance to Israel to facilitate the de-
ployment of the David’s Sling Weapons Sys-
tem, the enhancement of the Arrow Weapon
System, and the Iron Dome System. As my
colleagues know, the Iron Dome system has
been used multiple times over the last several
years to defeat rocket attacks staged by
Hamas out of Gaza. As those attacks rep-
resent the most imminent danger to Israeli
population centers, our continued support for
that system is extremely important.

Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to be a cospon-
sor of this legislation and | encourage all of
my colleagues to support its passage.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I'd
like to thank Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN and Mr.
DEUTCH for sponsoring this expertly-crafted
and timely legislation.

It is also a substantive bill. It expands our
relationship with our closest ally by supporting
the Iron Dome, David’s Sling, and Arrow-3
missile defense systems, transferring defense
items to Israel, pre-positioning more military
equipment in Israel that both allies would have
available in a crisis, and by expanding co-
operation in cyber security, energy, water,
homeland security, agriculture, and alternative
fuel technologies. All of these are important,
and as a package they do a lot to strengthen
our partnership with Israel.

Mr. Speaker, I'd like to point out Section
107, the amendment that | proposed at mark-
up and which was accepted by the committee.
It states the sense of Congress that the State
Department should also increase its coordina-
tion with Israel on combating anti-Semitism.

While the State Department is doing excel-
lent work in the fight against the unique evil of
anti-Semitism, the government of Israel is
going to have an indispensable perspective,
experience—including tragic experience—and
expertise on the Middle-Eastern security di-
mensions and implications of anti-Semitic in-
citement. Our government should be con-
sulting, cooperating, and coordinating with
them on this, benefiting from Israeli expertise.

As we see on a sickeningly regular basis,
many governments in the Middle East (and
elsewhere) propagate anti-Semitic incitement
as an official or quasi-official state ideology—
the hate that still kills. They do this in order to
distract people from their own authoritarian
rule and human rights abuses. This constant
incitement is a major factor in the security situ-
ation in the Middle East. Last February |
chaired a hearing at which we heard important
testimony from Dr. Zuhdi Jasser on this sub-
ject. He made the point that it is not only Jews
who suffer from this incitement, but that Mus-
lims suffer too, as Middle-Eastern despots de-
ploy anti-Semitism as one of their principal
tools in the subjugation and impoverishment of
entire Muslim peoples.

I'd like to put on the record my legislative in-
tent that the State Department’s engagement
with Israel should include but also go beyond
the Department’s Office to Monitor and Com-
bat Anti-Semitism. In 2004 | offered the
amendment that created that office, and so
I've followed and supported its excellent work.
But this work is too important to be left to one
small office—it should and must include the
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Department of State at the country team level
and above.

Mr. Speaker, this amendment will add a
new security dimension to our efforts to com-
bat the pernicious evil of anti-Semitism. Anti-
Semitism is an ugly reality that won’t go away
by ignoring or wishing it away. Let’s cooperate
with Israel in this struggle as well.

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, | thank the gen-
tleman from California, the Chairman of the
Foreign Affairs Committee, Mr. ROYCE, for
yielding me time.

And | thank the gentlewoman from Florida,
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, for her work on this bill.

H.R. 938 recognizes the longstanding rela-
tionship between the United States and Israel
and bolsters our cooperation in the area of off-
shore resources.

This bipartisan legislation expands the
scope of an existing grant program to promote
research and development for conventional
and unconventional natural gas, water desali-
nation, wastewater treatment and reclamation,
and other water treatment technologies.

It establishes an Energy Cooperation Work-
ing Group with the Israeli government on en-
ergy activities. Furthering our dialogue and
collaboration on academic innovation and
technology advancement will help both our na-
tions leverage energy development.

| commend Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee Chairman FRED UPTON and Ranking
Member HENRY WAXMAN for their sponsorship
of H.R. 3677, which has been incorporated
into this bill, and for their leadership on this
measure.

Both Republicans and Democrats support
the United States’ partnership with Israel and
expanding our cooperation on energy effi-
ciency and development. H.R. 938 would not
only help our efforts to achieve energy inde-
pendence, but also helps the Israeli people
achieve stronger national security.

| urge my colleagues to support this bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
RoYCcE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 938, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

ENERGY EFFICIENCY
IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 2014

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2126) to facilitate better
alignment, cooperation, and best prac-
tices between commercial real estate
landlords and tenants regarding energy
efficiency in buildings, and for other
purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2126

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Energy Effi-
ciency Improvement Act of 2014,

TITLE I—BETTER BUILDINGS
SEC. 101. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Better
Buildings Act of 2014,

SEC. 102. ENERGY EFFICIENCY IN FEDERAL AND
OTHER BUILDINGS.

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) ADMINISTRATOR.—The term ‘‘Adminis-
trator” means the Administrator of General
Services.

(2) COST-EFFECTIVE ENERGY EFFICIENCY
MEASURE.—The term ‘‘cost-effective energy
efficiency measure’” means any building
product, material, equipment, or service, and
the installing, implementing, or operating
thereof, that provides energy savings in an
amount that is not less than the cost of such
installing, implementing, or operating.

(3) COST-EFFECTIVE WATER EFFICIENCY
MEASURE.—The term ‘‘cost-effective water
efficiency measure’” means any building
product, material, equipment, or service, and
the installing, implementing, or operating
thereof, that provides water savings in an
amount that is not less than the cost of such
installing, implementing, or operating.

(b) MODEL PROVISIONS, POLICIES, AND BEST
PRACTICES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Administrator, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Energy and after providing the pub-
lic with an opportunity for notice and com-
ment, shall develop model commercial leas-
ing provisions and best practices in accord-
ance with this subsection.

(2) COMMERCIAL LEASING.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The model commercial
leasing provisions developed under this sub-
section shall, at a minimum, align the inter-
ests of building owners and tenants with re-
gard to investments in cost-effective energy
efficiency measures and cost-effective water
efficiency measures to encourage building
owners and tenants to collaborate to invest
in such measures.

(B) USE OF MODEL PROVISIONS.—The Admin-
istrator may use the model commercial leas-
ing provisions developed under this sub-
section in any standard leasing document
that designates a Federal agency (or other
client of the Administrator) as a landlord or
tenant.

(C) PUBLICATION.—The Administrator shall
periodically publish the model commercial
leasing provisions developed under this sub-
section, along with explanatory materials, to
encourage building owners and tenants in
the private sector to use such provisions and
materials.

(3) REALTY SERVICES.—The Administrator
shall develop policies and practices to imple-
ment cost-effective energy efficiency meas-
ures and cost-effective water efficiency
measures for the realty services provided by
the Administrator to Federal agencies (or
other clients of the Administrator), includ-
ing periodic training of appropriate Federal
employees and contractors on how to iden-
tify and evaluate those measures.

(4) STATE AND LOCAL ASSISTANCE.—The Ad-
ministrator, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of Energy, shall make available model
commercial leasing provisions and best prac-
tices developed under this subsection to
State, county, and municipal governments
for use in managing owned and leased build-
ing space in accordance with the goal of en-
couraging investment in all cost-effective
energy efficiency measures and cost-effective
water efficiency measures.
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SEC. 103. SEPARATE SPACES WITH HIGH-PER-
FORMANCE ENERGY EFFICIENCY
MEASURES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle B of title IV of
the Energy Independence and Security Act of
2007 (42 U.S.C. 17081 et seq.) is amended by
adding at the end the following:

“SEC. 424. SEPARATE SPACES WITH HIGH-PER-
FORMANCE ENERGY EFFICIENCY
MEASURES.

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) HIGH-PERFORMANCE ENERGY EFFICIENCY
MEASURE.—The term ‘high-performance en-
ergy efficiency measure’ means a tech-
nology, product, or practice that will result
in substantial operational cost savings by re-
ducing energy consumption and utility costs.

‘“(2) SEPARATE SPACES.—The term ‘separate
spaces’ means areas within a commercial
building that are leased or otherwise occu-
pied by a tenant or other occupant for a pe-
riod of time pursuant to the terms of a writ-
ten agreement.

“(b) STUDY.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of enactment of this section,
the Secretary, acting through the Assistant
Secretary of Energy Efficiency and Renew-
able Energy, shall complete a study on the
feasibility of—

‘“(A) significantly improving energy effi-
ciency in commercial buildings through the
design and construction, by owners and ten-
ants, of separate spaces with high-perform-
ance energy efficiency measures; and

‘“(B) encouraging owners and tenants to
implement high-performance energy effi-
ciency measures in separate spaces.

‘“(2) ScoPE.—The study shall, at a min-
imum, include—

““(A) descriptions of—

‘“(i) high-performance energy efficiency
measures that should be considered as part
of the initial design and construction of sep-
arate spaces;

‘“(ii) processes that owners, tenants, archi-
tects, and engineers may replicate when de-
signing and constructing separate spaces
with high-performance energy efficiency
measures;

‘“(iii) policies and best practices to achieve
reductions in energy intensities for lighting,
plug loads, heating, cooling, cooking, laun-
dry, and other systems to satisfy the needs
of the commercial building tenant;

‘“(iv) return on investment and payback
analyses of the incremental cost and pro-
jected energy savings of the proposed set of
high-performance energy efficiency meas-
ures, including consideration of available in-
centives;

‘“(v) models and simulation methods that
predict the quantity of energy used by sepa-
rate spaces with high-performance energy ef-
ficiency measures and that compare that
predicted quantity to the quantity of energy
used by separate spaces without high-per-
formance energy efficiency measures but
that otherwise comply with applicable build-
ing code requirements;

‘(vi) measurement and verification plat-
forms demonstrating actual energy use of
high-performance energy efficiency measures
installed in separate spaces, and whether
such measures generate the savings intended
in the initial design and construction of the
separate spaces;

““(vii) best practices that encourage an in-
tegrated approach to designing and con-
structing separate spaces to perform at opti-
mum energy efficiency in conjunction with
the central systems of a commercial build-
ing; and

‘Y(viii) any impact on employment result-
ing from the design and construction of sepa-
rate spaces with high-performance energy ef-
ficiency measures; and

March 4, 2014

‘“(B) case studies reporting economic and
energy savings returns in the design and con-
struction of separate spaces with high-per-
formance energy efficiency measures.

*“(3) PUBLIC PARTICIPATION.—Not later than
90 days after the date of the enactment of
this section, the Secretary shall publish a
notice in the Federal Register requesting
public comments regarding effective meth-
ods, measures, and practices for the design
and construction of separate spaces with
high-performance energy efficiency meas-
ures.

‘“(4) PUBLICATION.—The Secretary shall
publish the study on the website of the De-
partment of Energy.”’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents in section 1(b) of the Energy Inde-
pendence and Security Act of 2007 is amend-
ed by inserting after the item relating to
section 423 the following new item:

‘““Sec. 424. Separate spaces with high-per-
formance energy efficiency
measures.”’.

SEC. 104. TENANT STAR PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle B of title IV of
the Energy Independence and Security Act of
2007 (42 U.S.C. 17081 et seq.) (as amended by
section 3) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

“SEC. 425. TENANT STAR PROGRAM.

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) HIGH-PERFORMANCE ENERGY EFFICIENCY
MEASURE.—The term ‘high-performance en-
ergy efficiency measure’ has the meaning
given the term in section 424.

‘‘(2) SEPARATE SPACES.—The term ‘separate
spaces’ has the meaning given the term in
section 424.

‘“(b) TENANT STAR.—The Administrator of
the Environmental Protection Agency, in
consultation with the Secretary of Energy,
shall develop a voluntary program within
the Energy Star program established by sec-
tion 324A of the Energy Policy and Conserva-
tion Act (42 U.S.C. 6294a), which may be
known as Tenant Star, to promote energy ef-
ficiency in separate spaces leased by tenants
or otherwise occupied within commercial
buildings.

“(c) EXPANDING SURVEY DATA.—The Sec-
retary of Energy, acting through the Admin-
istrator of the Energy Information Adminis-
tration, shall—

‘(1) collect, through each Commercial
Buildings Energy Consumption Survey of the
Energy Information Administration that is
conducted after the date of enactment of this
section, data on—

‘“(A) categories of building occupancy that
are known to consume significant quantities
of energy, such as occupancy by data cen-
ters, trading floors, and restaurants; and

‘“(B) other aspects of the property, building
operation, or building occupancy determined
by the Administrator of the Energy Informa-
tion Administration, in consultation with
the Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency, to be relevant in low-
ering energy consumption;

‘(2) with respect to the first Commercial
Buildings Energy Consumption Survey con-
ducted after the date of enactment of this
section, to the extent full compliance with
the requirements of paragraph (1) is not fea-
sible, conduct activities to develop the capa-
bility to collect such data and begin to col-
lect such data; and

“(3) make data collected under paragraphs
(1) and (2) available to the public in aggre-
gated form and provide such data, and any
associated results, to the Administrator of
the Environmental Protection Agency for
use in accordance with subsection (d).

“(d) RECOGNITION OF OWNERS AND TEN-
ANTS.—
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‘(1) OCCUPANCY-BASED RECOGNITION.—Not
later than 1 year after the date on which suf-
ficient data is received pursuant to sub-
section (c), the Administrator of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency shall, fol-
lowing an opportunity for public notice and
comment—

‘““(A) in a manner similar to the Energy
Star rating system for commercial buildings,
develop policies and procedures to recognize
tenants in commercial buildings that volun-
tarily achieve high levels of energy effi-
ciency in separate spaces;

‘“(B) establish building occupancy cat-
egories eligible for Tenant Star recognition
based on the data collected under subsection
(c) and any other appropriate data sources;
and

““(C) consider other forms of recognition
for commercial building tenants or other oc-
cupants that lower energy consumption in
separate spaces.

*“(2) DESIGN- AND CONSTRUCTION-BASED REC-
OGNITION.—After the study required by sec-
tion 424(b) is completed, the Administrator
of the Environmental Protection Agency, in
consultation with the Secretary and fol-
lowing an opportunity for public notice and
comment, may develop a voluntary program
to recognize commercial building owners and
tenants that use high-performance energy ef-
ficiency measures in the design and con-
struction of separate spaces.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents in section 1(b) of the Energy Inde-
pendence and Security Act of 2007 is amend-
ed by inserting after the item relating to
section 424 (as added by section 3(b)) the fol-
lowing new item:

‘“Sec. 425. Tenant Star program.’’.

TITLE II—GRID-ENABLED WATER
HEATERS
SEC. 201. GRID-ENABLED WATER HEATERS.

Part B of title III of the Energy Policy and
Conservation Act (42 U.S.C. 6291 et seq.) is
amended—

(1) in section 325(e) (42 U.S.C. 6295(e)), by
adding at the end the following:

‘“(6) ADDITIONAL STANDARDS FOR GRID-EN-
ABLED WATER HEATERS.—

‘‘(A) DEFINITIONS.—In this paragraph:

‘(i) ACTIVATION LOCK.—The term ‘activa-
tion lock’ means a control mechanism (ei-
ther a physical device directly on the water
heater or a control system integrated into
the water heater) that is locked by default
and contains a physical, software, or digital
communication that must be activated with
an activation key to enable the product to
operate at its designed specifications and ca-
pabilities and without which activation the
product will provide not greater than 50 per-
cent of the rated first hour delivery of hot
water certified by the manufacturer.

‘“(ii) GRID-ENABLED WATER HEATER.—The
term ‘grid-enabled water heater’ means an
electric resistance water heater that—

“(I) has a rated storage tank volume of
more than 75 gallons;

“(II) is manufactured on or after April 16,
2015;

“(II1) has—

‘‘(aa) an energy factor of not less than 1.061
minus the product obtained by multiplying—

‘““(AA) the rated storage volume of the
tank, expressed in gallons; and

‘(BB) 0.00168; or

‘“(bb) an equivalent alternative standard
prescribed by the Secretary and developed
pursuant to paragraph (5)(E);

““(IV) is equipped at the point of manufac-
ture with an activation lock; and

(V) bears a permanent label applied by
the manufacturer that—

‘‘(aa) is made of material not adversely af-
fected by water;
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‘“(bb) is attached by means of non-water-
soluble adhesive; and

‘‘(cc) advises purchasers and end-users of
the intended and appropriate use of the prod-
uct with the following notice printed in 16.5
point Arial Narrow Bold font:

¢“‘IMPORTANT INFORMATION: This water
heater is intended only for use as part of an
electric thermal storage or demand response
program. It will not provide adequate hot
water unless enrolled in such a program and
activated by your utility company or an-
other program operator. Confirm the avail-
ability of a program in your local area before
purchasing or installing this product.’.

‘(B) REQUIREMENT.—The manufacturer or
private labeler shall provide the activation
key for a grid-enabled water heater only to a
utility or other company that operates an
electric thermal storage or demand response
program that uses such a grid-enabled water
heater.

¢“(C) REPORTS.—

‘(i) MANUFACTURERS.—The Secretary shall
require each manufacturer of grid-enabled
water heaters to report to the Secretary an-
nually the quantity of grid-enabled water
heaters that the manufacturer ships each
year.

‘(i) OPERATORS.—The Secretary shall re-
quire utilities and other demand response
and thermal storage program operators to
report annually the quantity of grid-enabled
water heaters activated for their programs
using forms of the Energy Information Agen-
cy or using such other mechanism that the
Secretary determines appropriate after an
opportunity for notice and comment.

¢“(iii) CONFIDENTIALITY REQUIREMENTS.—
The Secretary shall treat shipment data re-
ported by manufacturers as confidential
business information.

‘(D) PUBLICATION OF INFORMATION.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—In 2017 and 2019, the Sec-
retary shall publish an analysis of the data
collected under subparagraph (C) to assess
the extent to which shipped products are put
into use in demand response and thermal
storage programs.

¢‘(i1) PREVENTION OF PRODUCT DIVERSION.—If
the Secretary determines that sales of grid-
enabled water heaters exceed by 15 percent
or greater the quantity of such products ac-
tivated for use in demand response and ther-
mal storage programs annually, the Sec-
retary shall, after opportunity for notice and
comment, establish procedures to prevent
product diversion for non-program purposes.

‘“(E) COMPLIANCE.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraphs (A)
through (D) shall remain in effect until the
Secretary determines under this section
that—

‘“(I) grid-enabled water heaters do not re-
quire a separate efficiency requirement; or

““(II) sales of grid-enabled water heaters ex-
ceed by 15 percent or greater the quantity of
such products activated for use in demand
response and thermal storage programs an-
nually and procedures to prevent product di-
version for non-program purposes would not
be adequate to prevent such product diver-
sion.

‘“(ii) EFFECTIVE DATE.—If the Secretary ex-
ercises the authority described in clause (i)
or amends the efficiency requirement for
grid-enabled water heaters, that action will
take effect on the date described in sub-
section (m)(4)(A)(ii).

‘“(iii) CONSIDERATION.—In carrying out this
section with respect to electric water heat-
ers, the Secretary shall consider the impact
on thermal storage and demand response
programs, including any impact on energy
savings, electric bills, peak load reduction,
electric reliability, integration of renewable
resources, and the environment.
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‘‘(iv) REQUIREMENTS.—In carrying out this
paragraph, the Secretary shall require that
grid-enabled water heaters be equipped with
communication capability to enable the
grid-enabled water heaters to participate in
ancillary services programs if the Secretary
determines that the technology is available,
practical, and cost-effective.’’;

(2) in section 332(a) (42 U.S.C. 6302(a))—

(A) in paragraph (5), by striking ‘“‘or” at
the end;

(B) in the first paragraph (6), by striking
the period at the end and inserting a semi-
colon;

(C) by redesignating the second paragraph
(6) as paragraph (7);

(D) in subparagraph (B) of paragraph (7) (as
so redesignated), by striking the period at
the end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and

(E) by adding at the end the following:

¢“(8) for any person to—

“‘(A) activate an activation lock for a grid-
enabled water heater with knowledge that
such water heater is not used as part of an
electric thermal storage or demand response
program;

‘(B) distribute an activation key for a
grid-enabled water heater with knowledge
that such activation key will be used to acti-
vate a grid-enabled water heater that is not
used as part of an electric thermal storage or
demand response program;

‘(C) otherwise enable a grid-enabled water
heater to operate at its designed specifica-
tion and capabilities with knowledge that
such water heater is not used as part of an
electric thermal storage or demand response
program; or

‘(D) knowingly remove or render illegible
the label of a grid-enabled water heater de-
scribed in section 325(e)(6)(A)(ii)(V).”’;

(3) in section 333(a) (42 U.S.C. 6303(a))—

(A) by striking ‘‘section 332(a)(5)”’ and in-
serting ‘‘paragraph (5), (6), (7), or (8) of sec-
tion 332(a)’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘paragraph (1), (2), or (5) of
section 332(a)’’ and inserting ‘‘paragraph (1),
(2), (5), (6), (7), or (8) of section 332(a)’’; and

(4) in section 334 (42 U.S.C. 6304)—

(A) by striking ‘‘section 332(a)(5)”’ and in-
serting ‘‘paragraph (5), (6), (7), or (8) of sec-
tion 332(a)’’; and

(B) by striking ‘‘section 332(a)(6)”’ and in-
serting ‘‘section 332(a)(7)”.

TITLE III—ENERGY EFFICIENT
GOVERNMENT TECHNOLOGY

SEC. 301. SHORT TITLE.

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Energy Ef-
ficient Government Technology Act’.

SEC. 302. ENERGY-EFFICIENT AND ENERGY-SAV-
ING INFORMATION TECHNOLOGIES.

Subtitle C of title V of the Energy Inde-
pendence and Security Act of 2007 (Public
Law 110-140; 121 Stat. 1661) is amended by
adding at the end the following:

“SEC. 530. ENERGY-EFFICIENT AND ENERGY-SAV-
ING INFORMATION TECHNOLOGIES.

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘Director’ means
the Director of the Office of Management
and Budget.

‘(2) INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY.—The term
‘information technology’ has the meaning
given that term in section 11101 of title 40,
United States Code.

‘“(b) DEVELOPMENT OF IMPLEMENTATION
STRATEGY.—Not later than 1 year after the
date of enactment of this section, each Fed-
eral agency shall coordinate with the Direc-
tor, the Secretary, and the Administrator of
the Environmental Protection Agency to de-
velop an implementation strategy (that in-
cludes best practices and measurement and
verification techniques) for the mainte-
nance, purchase, and use by the Federal
agency of energy-efficient and energy-saving
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information technologies, taking into con-
sideration the performance goals established
under subsection (d).

‘‘(c) ADMINISTRATION.—In developing an
implementation strategy under subsection
(b), each Federal agency shall consider—

‘(1) advanced metering infrastructure;

‘“(2) energy-efficient data center strategies
and methods of increasing asset and infra-
structure utilization;

¢(3) advanced power management tools;

‘(4) building information modeling, includ-
ing building energy management;

‘“(6) secure telework and travel substi-
tution tools; and

‘‘(6) mechanisms to ensure that the agency
realizes the energy cost savings brought
about through increased efficiency and utili-
zation.

‘‘(d) PERFORMANCE GOALS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this section,
the Director, in consultation with the Sec-
retary, shall establish performance goals for
evaluating the efforts of Federal agencies in
improving the maintenance, purchase, and
use of energy-efficient and energy-saving in-
formation technology.

‘“(2) BEST PRACTICES.—The Chief Informa-
tion Officers Council established under sec-
tion 3603 of title 44, United States Code, shall
recommend best practices for the attain-
ment of the performance goals, which shall
include Federal agency consideration of the
use of—

“(A) energy
tracting; and

‘(B) utility energy services contracting.

‘“(e) REPORTS.—

‘(1) AGENCY REPORTS.—Each Federal agen-
cy shall include in the report of the agency
under section 527 a description of the efforts
and results of the agency under this section.

‘“(2) OMB GOVERNMENT EFFICIENCY REPORTS
AND SCORECARDS.—Effective beginning not
later than October 1, 2015, the Director shall
include in the annual report and scorecard of
the Director required under section 528 a de-
scription of the efforts and results of Federal
agencies under this section.”’.

SEC. 303. ENERGY EFFICIENT DATA CENTERS.

Section 453 of the Energy Independence
and Security Act of 2007 (42 U.S.C. 17112) is
amended—

(1) by striking subsection (b)(3); and

(2) by striking subsections (c¢c) through (g)
and inserting the following:

‘‘(c) STAKEHOLDER INVOLVEMENT.—The Sec-
retary and the Administrator shall carry out
subsection (b) in collaboration with informa-
tion technology industry and other Kkey
stakeholders, with the goal of producing re-
sults that accurately reflect the best knowl-
edge in the most pertinent domains. In such
collaboration, the Secretary and the Admin-
istrator shall pay particular attention to or-
ganizations that—

‘(1) have members with expertise in energy
efficiency and in the development, operation,
and functionality of data centers, informa-
tion technology equipment, and software,
such as representatives of hardware manu-
facturers, data center operators, and facility
managers;

‘(2) obtain and address input from Depart-
ment of Energy National Laboratories or
any college, university, research institution,
industry association, company, or public in-
terest group with applicable expertise;

“(3) follow—

‘““(A) commonly accepted procedures for
the development of specifications; and

‘“(B) accredited standards development
processes; and

‘“(4) have a mission to promote energy effi-
ciency for data centers and information
technology.
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“(d) MEASUREMENTS AND SPECIFICATIONS.—
The Secretary and the Administrator shall
consider and assess the adequacy of the spec-
ifications, measurements, and benchmarks
described in subsection (b) for use by the
Federal Energy Management Program, the
Energy Star Program, and other efficiency
programs of the Department of Energy or
the Environmental Protection Agency.

‘“(e) STUDY.—The Secretary, in collabora-
tion with the Administrator, shall, not later
than 18 months after the date of enactment
of the Energy Efficient Government Tech-
nology Act, make available to the public an
update to the Report to Congress on Server
and Data Center Energy Efficiency published
on August 2, 2007, under section 1 of Public
Law 109-431 (120 Stat. 2920), that provides—

“(1) a comparison and gap analysis of the
estimates and projections contained in the
original report with new data regarding the
period from 2007 through 2014;

‘(2) an analysis considering the impact of
information technologies, to include
virtualization and cloud computing, in the
public and private sectors;

‘“(3) an evaluation of the impact of the
combination of cloud platforms, mobile de-
vices, social media, and big data on data cen-
ter energy usage; and

‘“(4) updated projections and recommenda-
tions for best practices through fiscal year
2020.

“(fy DATA CENTER ENERGY PRACTITIONER
PROGRAM.—The Secretary, in collaboration
with key stakeholders and the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget, shall
maintain a data center energy practitioner
program that leads to the certification of en-
ergy practitioners qualified to evaluate the
energy usage and efficiency opportunities in
Federal data centers. Each Federal agency
shall consider having the data centers of the
agency evaluated every 4 years by energy
practitioners certified pursuant to such pro-
gram, whenever practicable using certified
practitioners employed by the agency.

‘(g) OPEN DATA INITIATIVE.—The Sec-
retary, in collaboration with key stake-
holders and the Office of Management and
Budget, shall establish an open data initia-
tive for Federal data center energy usage
data, with the purpose of making such data
available and accessible in a manner that en-
courages further data center innovation, op-
timization, and consolidation. In estab-
lishing the initiative, the Secretary shall
consider the use of the online Data Center
Maturity Model.

“(h) INTERNATIONAL SPECIFICATIONS AND
METRICS.—The Secretary, in collaboration
with key stakeholders, shall actively partici-
pate in efforts to harmonize global specifica-
tions and metrics for data center energy effi-
ciency.

“(i) DATA CENTER UTILIZATION METRIC.—
The Secretary, in collaboration with key
stakeholders, shall facilitate in the develop-
ment of an efficiency metric that measures
the energy efficiency of a data center (in-
cluding equipment and facilities).

“(j) PROTECTION OF PROPRIETARY INFORMA-
TION.—The Secretary and the Administrator
shall not disclose any proprietary informa-
tion or trade secrets provided by any indi-
vidual or company for the purposes of car-
rying out this section or the programs and
initiatives established under this section.”.

TITLE IV—ENERGY INFORMATION FOR

COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS
SEC. 401. ENERGY INFORMATION FOR COMMER-
CIAL BUILDINGS.

(a) REQUIREMENT OF BENCHMARKING AND
DISCLOSURE FOR LEASING BUILDINGS WITHOUT
ENERGY STAR LABELS.—Section 435(b)(2) of
the Energy Independence and Security Act of
2007 (42 U.S.C. 17091(b)(2)) is amended—
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(1) by striking ‘“‘paragraph (2)’ and insert-
ing ‘‘paragraph (1)’; and

(2) by striking ‘‘signing the contract,” and
all that follows through the period at the
end and inserting the following:

‘‘signing the contract, the following re-
quirements are met:

‘“(A) The space is renovated for all energy
efficiency and conservation improvements
that would be cost effective over the life of
the lease, including improvements in light-
ing, windows, and heating, ventilation, and
air conditioning systems.

‘“(B)(1) Subject to clause (ii), the space is
benchmarked under a nationally recognized,
online, free benchmarking program, with
public disclosure, unless the space is a space
for which owners cannot access whole build-
ing wutility consumption data, including
spaces—

“(I) that are located in States with privacy
laws that provide that utilities shall not pro-
vide such aggregated information to multi-
tenant building owners; and

““(IT) for which tenants do not provide en-
ergy consumption information to the com-
mercial building owner in response to a re-
quest from the building owner.

‘“(ii) A Federal agency that is a tenant of
the space shall provide to the building
owner, or authorize the owner to obtain from
the utility, the energy consumption informa-
tion of the space for the benchmarking and
disclosure required by this subparagraph.’.

(b) STUDY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 2 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Energy, in collaboration with
the Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency, shall complete a study—

(A) on the impact of—

(1) State and local performance
benchmarking and disclosure policies, and
any associated building efficiency policies,
for commercial and multifamily buildings;
and

(ii) programs and systems in which utili-
ties provide aggregated information regard-
ing whole building energy consumption and
usage information to owners of multitenant
commercial, residential, and mixed-use
buildings;

(B) that identifies best practice policy ap-
proaches studied under subparagraph (A)
that have resulted in the greatest improve-
ments in building energy efficiency; and

(C) that considers—

(i) compliance rates and the benefits and
costs of the policies and programs on build-
ing owners, utilities, tenants, and other par-
ties;

(ii) utility practices, programs, and sys-
tems that provide aggregated energy con-
sumption information to multitenant build-
ing owners